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doctrine of che Church of Rome. Some 
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PRELIMINARY. 


OB S8 ERVATION S. 


HE truth of Revealed Religion is 
acknowledged, either ſincerely or 
apparently, by the generality of the inha- 
bitants of this kingdom. But the modes 


of worſhip are various, and men's opinions 
are widely different, concerning what points 


it is neceſſary for a Chriſtian to believe, 
or to diſbelieve. This difference of opinian 
reſpecting a matter ſo very important as 
our eternal ſalvation, is truly lamentable; 
the more ſo, as the oppoſition of one 
religion to another, Ras a tendency to 
occaſion animoſity and rancour in the 
minds of men, who are born brethren. 
We ſee ſiniſter impreſſions deeply rooted 
in che breaſts of Proteſtants, againſt the 


B 


2 - PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 
parts of our religion are to them objects 
of ridicule, while others are of hatred; 
for no other reaſon, I apprehend, than 
becauſe the Doctrine and Public Worſhip 
of our Church, is not ſufficiently under- 
ſtood by men ſeparated from her com- 
munion. To chaſe away deception and 1 
prejudice from the minds of thoſe with 
whom we are unconnected, is an office of 
benevolence: to confirm a congregation 
in the profeſſion of their faith, by throwing 
ght on ſome of the more abſtruſe points FI þ 
of doctrine, is the peculiar province of a 1] 
. clergyman, Theſe - are the purſuits 1 
have in view, wiſhing, with equal ardour, 
the attainment of a third object, viz. to 
_ Increaſe fervour and devotion in thoſe per- 
ſions, who will do me the favour to read 
the following ſheets ; in which, I ſhall +» 
dumdell particularly on the Holy Sacrament + | 
ol the Altar, the moſt important object "of 
of a true Chriſtian's attention, ſince by 
diſcerning the, body of our Lord, we ſhall 
= mers in grace, * hereaſter in glory. 
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ON THE RULE OF A 


„ CHRISTfAN%" BELIEF, 
T 2 29s and ox 
| en 1.-P.T..0U 2: 
\ ; * 4 | "= 
WO rules of faith ate adrinitted. 


by the Catholic Church, viz - 
the written, and the unwritten 
word of God. The firſt of 
theſe, which is uſually called Scripture, er 
Holy Writ, is admitted by Proteſtants, 'as 5 
* well as Catholics; with this difference, that 
| > the authority of ſome books of Seripture, 
| < which Catholics admit of, is diſallowed by 
Proteſtants, and, that the former religion, 
acknowledges a certain, uperring guide 
do che intepretation of Scripture, while the | 
| | 2 2 1 latter, 
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4: ON HOLY SCRIPTURE. 


latter, rejecting the ſaid guide, permits 
04666; eee 


It is with great reaſon, that the Chriſ- 
tian world is, and always was, unanimousin 
acknowledging the authority of Holy Scrip- 
ture; ſince it can be clearly proved, that 


ſhoſe writings are not the productions of 


human invention, but are oracles delivered 


' . - for our inſtruction by ſupernatural wiſdom. 
My readers are, ] preſume, ſatisfied of the 


truth of this aſſertion, notwithſtanding 
which, I will briefly point! cue the Ma. 


HP ON e ee 


＋ iſt, on the e Gina of 45 
3 bears teſtimony to the truth of 


5 : - Scripture, ſince a knowledge of things to 


come, can proceed from nothing leſs than 
Divine Revelation. 


na 
viſion of che ram and the goat, both ſaw 
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and foretold, that a Grecian king would 
| ' overturn the Perfian empire, and that the 
- _ - dominions of that king would be divided 
[and torn to pieces after his deceaſe. Ac- 

o0ordingly, Alexander the Great, having 
many years afterwards, "ſubdued Perſia, 
the empire, -which he founded, did not 
paſs to his deſcendants, but being ſplit in 
pieces, four kingdoms rofe up from its 
Wer K F e | 


The prophet Ifaiah, chap. xii. declares, 

\ | = that the city of Babylon ſhall be ruined, 
3 that it ſhall never more be inhabited by 
| men, but ſhall become the habitation of 

wild beaſts; which prophecy is moſt 
ſtrictly verified, ſince we hear from the 
lateſt accounts of travellers, that the ſpot 
where this beautiful city ſtood, is an utter 
. deſert, and chat the remaining ruins are 
& oOo beſet. with ſerpents and fcorpions, that 
"— IRIS IE 246d 


4 The farne prophet feels the coming: 
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6 ON HOLY SCRIPTURE. 


and temple of Jeruſalem ſhall be deſtroyed, 


_— harmony of ſo many ſacred pen-men, 


* . * 


and preaching of Chriſt, and the propheey 
is confirmed by our divine Saviour. St. 


Lale, chap. iv. This day TOY 
lee ben age 


9 


"The culpel of S.. Lahe, Sees ek 
the Apoſtles ſhall be perſecuted, and im- 
rulers for their Maſter's cauſe ; that the city 


and that not one ſtone of theſe buildings 
ſhall be left upon another, chap. xxi. The 
Apoſtles, ſhortly after, ſuffered all that had 


been predicted, and Jeruſalem was ſo com- 


pletely deſtroyed by the Romans, as to 
e "Sama Pevmgmmog then. 


51 
were revealed by che Almighty, is the 
aſtoniſhing, and almoſt divine concord 


who, though they wrote in different places, 
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r chat the writings which 


"4 


they have left us, appear not to have been 


penned by many authors, but rather to be 
| the: various productions of the ſame au- 
thor. Hence, St. Gregory, in his pre- 


face to the propher Job, calls che hands of 


Tenge ene been * 


eee ee eee ee 


wot rt ich Prone hay ae: 


r tapas e of profane 


Scrigfures, | The hiſtorian Joſephus, and 
after him Euſebius relate, that one Theo- 


oy pompus having attempted to interlard ſome 


parts. of Scripture with the figures of Gre - 


cian eloquence, was, on a ſudden, ſeized 
wih ſuch agitation and perplexity. of mind, 


as compelled him to defiſt from his pur+ 


matical writer, was on the point of inſert- 


— 


| Poſe; and, that when, Theodorus, a dra- ; 


155 in. his * nnn lines | 
pk" | borrowed 
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3 | Theſe: are aer motives * Crit 
eee to reſpect and 
reverence the written oracles. But I have 
aid that Catholics acknowledge the neceſſity 
of a guide to Scripture, becauſe the ſenſe 
of theſe books is, in many parts, intricate 
and obſcure ; which the Scripture- itſelf 
ſeems to teſtify. The royal prophet ſays, 
Pſalm xviii. Give me underflanding and 7 
will ſearch into thy law. Open my eyes, and 
Iwill bebold the wondrous things of thy law. 
Nom, David, that enlightened ſervant, 
tainly, as competent a judge of the true 
- {nſe of Holy Writ, as the moſt learned 
ſchoolmen of our age. Notwithſtanding, 


_ - this prophet, diffident of himſelf, invokes 


. - ſupernatural” aid, for the underſtanding of 
_- choſe truths, which furpaſſed the reach of 
..-- "Llama To 

e We 
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we read; in che eighth chapter of the 
Ads of the Apoſtles, that Philip, behold- 
ing an eunuch, the | prime-miniſter_- of 
Candace queen of Ethiopia, reading the 
Scriptures, addreſſed him in theſe terms: 
Daſt thou ' underſtand what thou readeſt # 
"And be ſaid, OR ON: - 
r me? 0 | 


Laſtly st. Pie . in his) bad 
Epiſtle, that there are ſome things in the 
_ Scriptures hard to be underſtood, which 
eee 

ab ee N 

10 te r wa may add the 
opinions of the Primitive Fathers, who are 
unanimous in acknowledging their inability ' 
to interpret Scripture, -without' having 
recourſe to an unerring guide; and their 
opinion ſeems perfectiy conſonant to reaſon. 
For the Scripture treats of myſteries ex- 
tremely obſcure in their own nature; as 
the Trinity, the Incarnation of the Word, 
0" nature of Angels, and other "paints. 

wholly 


—— 


£  H comprehenſion. Te eee ee 
manner equally obſcure with the ſubject; 
| rontaining- ſome. ſentences apparently con- 
£0 trary to each other, though really concor- 


'  Uant; as this in the twentieth of Exodus, 
I lala, God, wifting\ the fins of the 
Fathers upon their children. And this of 


Ezekiel, chap, xviil. 7 he n 1 
4 * Bear the iniquity of bis faber. WS] > 


4 : > x 4 „ 1 
$ "F< * N : "3 J. . by k 


— J 4 


Thece ug fame ſergences of Sobre jprun 


| e furs, as 0 he ” incite to 


des Ads” bi L1H 116-4 647 


— 


#3 eee 
_— knowledge ſeems to qualify ther 


1 | to expound theſe obſcure Paſſages, and 
| looked upon as Judges of the true meaning 
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ON HOLY: SCRIPTURE: 3 


' of the Scriptures? Not even theſt can 


prudendly. rely on their own lights, inde- | 
pendently of a guide; for, were learned 

men competent judges of the ſenſe of: Hoh, 
Seripture, they would be unanimous. in 
their interpretations, and would never take 
one and the ſame paſſage in different ſenſes. 
Now, that the moſt learned. Proteſtants 


do widely differ from each other in their 
| CO eee, | 
Nan We hear, alc} every day, of 


the word of God in a ſenſe, always dif- 
eee eee 
| W oppoſite to ĩt. 't ML dai 


We pe e — 
vent the deceptions that muſt enſue from 
our building faith on private reaſon, the 
Almighty has provided an infallible: guide; 
to direct our erring judgments.  Godz = 
cee een ee 4 | 
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* on "HOLY. SCRIPTURE. 


that he ſhould. do. fo. He ſoreſaw the 
difficulties that were to ariſe concerning 
dhe various articles of our belief, ant 


"therefore appointed a judge with lights = 
- tufficiene. to decide them. Now, the ; 
Scripture, being mute, and admitting of { 


itſelf, the true meaning of the controverted 4 
_ paſſages, The inſpired. book is the divine 
la, and for that reaſon, | cannot be its 
own. judge; ſince in every well regulated 
eſtabliſhment, the law and the judge are 
Ain from each other. The law less 
down precepts of conduct: the judge 5 
. e ee eee LY 
e tn ae 02038 | 


This principle is eſtabliſhed: on the rules 
| "os rota, which God has 

imparted to men 'for their mutual preſer- 

vation; and he has laid down” the fame 

rules for the direction of his church, for 
mich he died, and which he values more 

200 n proſperity of empires; pag 
DRE 2 wah . 
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which laſt, being human inſtitutions, may. 
be governed by human prudence, whereas 
the Church, which is a divine inftitution, 
requires, for her direction, ſupernatural 


| lights, and the infallible authority pro- 


miſed by Chriſt, Matt. chap. xvi. where, 
ſpeaking of his Church, he ſays, The gates 


of bell ſhall not prevail againſt it. This 


infallibility reſides in the Pope conyointly 
with the collective body of Biſhops, as 


. r - ? k 3 ww 4 * 
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UNWRITTEN WORD or 'GOD,. 


ITHERTO, I haye endeavoured to 
point out the doctrine of the Catho- 

8 | e Church; relative to the written word 
of God. I muſt now preſent to your 
1 2 the received opinions concerning 
the wnwritten word, commonly called 
© i] tradition, which, conjointly with the Scrip- 
= tures, conſtitutes the rule of our. belief. 
Our chief reaſon for admitting the neceſſity 


© * of tradition, is, that ſeveral neceſſary | 25 
- 22 both appertaining to | 
faith, and to the duties of lite, are not 
to be met with in Holy Writ; ſome of 


- which were delivered orally by Chriſt, 


hs —— r 


ON TRADETT ON. 15 
and others by His apdſtles, and have been 


tranſmitted from age to age, without writ- 


ten memorials. We have, likewiſe, tra- 
ditions of certain ancient cuſtoms, which 


were, long ſince, introduced by Prelates, or 


the free will of the people, and have, ſrom 
the tacit conſent of the ue = 


GAA HAN cov 


"That there are e unvrrichen . 
ditions, delivered by Chriſt himſelf; will 
appear, by caſting an eye on the following 


paſiges of che New Teſtament. St. 


John xvi. 12. I baue yet many <-> deal 


Jay unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 


Our Saviour here clearly - expreſſes | his 


intention to communicate more to his 
diſciples, when they ſhall be better diſ- 


poſed to hear him. This he did after 


his reſurrection, as we are given to under- 


ſtand by St. Luke, Acts, chap. i. Appear- 
uin to them during foriy days,” and peaking 
of the kingdom, of God. Vet the cvangeliſts 
Warn .. 
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words and aftions of Chvift after his refur- 
| reQtion, though we cannot imagine that 
the apoſtles, who were hearers and eye- 
_ witneſſes, - would negle& to communicate 
| matters of ſuch importance to the churches 
entruſted to their charge. Again, we read 
in the laſt chapter of St. John; There 
are many other things which Jeſus did, 
zobich "if they ſhould be written every one, 
T fuppoſe that even the world itſelf could 
eee A uns” 3H. 


> * . en * 


. 


keene uns nidy” At) ür, that l + 
Pn memorials fill up but a ſmall com- 
paſs, our Saviour muſt have ſaid and 
performed many things, which his dif- 
ciples: did not think it 'neceffiry to pen 
down, but which they imparted by oral ora! 
communication to their followers. Theſe 
inſtitutions muſt have contained the matter 
and form of ſeveral of the ſacraments, 
have explained their nature and efficacy, 
and pointed out the means of attaining 
* 8 to receive chem: 


0 N TRADITION. „ 


articles of which little can be found, in 
Holy Writ, but articles of ſuch moment, 
as to preclude all room for doubt that they 
were treated. by Chriſt during the ſpace 
of thoſe forty days which he ſpent on 
earth before. his W en 
e EWA 


e e matter to 8 4 
the apoſtles delivered verbal traditions of 
equal authority with their written inſtitu- 
tions. St. Paul, Cor. chap. ii. after ſpeak- 
ing of the Sacrament of the Euchariſt 

finiſhes his exhortation by theſe words . 
the reſt I will ſet in order when I came; - 
: thus giving his flock to underſtand, that 
his epiſtolary inſtructions, howſoever am- 
ple, were inadequate to his ſubject, which 


he propoſed to treat more fully by word of 
mouth. We reaſonably preſume that the 


apoſtle, purſuant to his promiſe, delivered 
verbal inſtructions to his diſciples relative 
to the rites and ceremonies of werſhig, 
W 3 the _— 


1 


tte treaſure of ſound docttine, and the 
mee ſenſe of Holy Writ, which he had 
openedd to his diſciple, and which he wiſhed 

5 to be propagated among the people through 

tte channel of tradition. Such is the ex- 


8 oN TRADITION. 18 
of the altar, and other matters of impor- 


tance, r * en _ Ry: 


NOI: 


St. Paul * Jays i in bis ſecond 4 eie 


to Timothy, chap. i. Hold faft the form of 
ſound words which thou haſt beard from me. 
Keep that good Gepofite by the Holy Ghoſt | 
. vobich dwelleth in us. And again, chap. ii. 


The things. which thou haſt heard of me 


among many witneſſes,” the ſume commit thou 


70 faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach 


ua ala Under. the name of a depoſite, 


he recommends to Timothy to preſerve 


| poſition of the holy fathers who have cited 


from the words themſelves. For did the 


apoſtle | mean any thing elſe but tradition, 
be would not be ſo anxiousin recomumend- 


„ 


this paſſage, and their opinion is deducible 
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ing the preſeryation of a- depoſite; as the 
Scripture is eaſily preſerved. in deſks and 


libraries; but the apoſtle wiſhes his in- 
ſtructions to be preſerved by the Holy | 
Ghoſt ' in Timothy's breaſt. Had be 
ſpoken of the Scriptures in this paſſage; 
he would not have added, Commit thou the 
fame to faithful men, who ſhall be able 
to teach others ; but would rather have ſaid, 


commit them to the care of bookſellers to 
haye ſeveral copies taken off. It is plain 
then that he ſpeaks of what he had delivered 


by word of mouth, which he orders his 
_ diſciple to keep in his heart, and © wank: 
My faithfully to his ſucceſſors. 


To * 1 cited * *- 
New Teſtament, in favour of divine and 
apoſtolical tradition, I muſt add, that ho- 

ever rejects traditional authority, cannot 


i * . 
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nuine and which are not. For there have 
been, at different times, many ng; 1 et" 
books obtruded on LN Chriſtian vorkd+ 
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be ſure what books of Scripture are * 
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20 o TRADITION. 
nds exact ects; of $1. Thc- 
mas and St. Bartholemew, which fictitious 
uritings cannot be diſcerned from the ge- 
nuine, nor can the true goſpel be known 

to be ſuch, through any ocher . bue 
chat of tradition. 


e ne by pee 
judice, -who refuſes bis aſſent to fo clear | 
and indubitable a truth. Vet I will uſe © 
one or two more arguments, to ſet the 
whole in a ful clearer light. F fay then, 
that if Chriſt and the apoſtles had propoſed 
to confine the word of God to writing, they 
would have openly inculcated the obli- 
| gation of obeying the written law only; 
but the contrary. may be proved from the 
expreſs coramand of Chriſt, who, in the 
laſt chapter of St. Matthew, orders his 
doctrine to be preached, but fays not a 
ſyllable of having it written down. Ac- 
_  cordingly' the apoſtles omitted writing for 
OO EI OR. 


| ON TRADITION. 2 
ſays Euſebius à reſpectable eccleſiaſtical 
by word of mouth only, to an extreme 
old age, and St. Jerom, doctor of the 
Church, declares, that St. John did not 
propoſe to write at all, had he not been 
compelled to do it by the earneſt entreaties 
of the Biſhops of Aſia, in order to ſtop 
the progreſs of a riſing hereſy.“ Yet I 
22 that the ne eee he 


- Beſides, Fla ine Ws 5 
equally reſpected by Catholics and Proteſ-„ 
tants, concerning which there is not the leaſt 

trace in Holy Scriptures. For example; it is 
certain that there was, in the old law, a 
means for women as well as for men to be 


cleanſed from original ſin, and thus to 
acquire, a right, to en ene 


7 » * 5 * 74 
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$5 4h | ies.” Y miſes 


* me lay ye: 


x Wing ed an es er be thee he Urs 
ted: Mary mother of Chriſt, remained a 


_- 
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miſes: now as circumciſion is mentioned 
in Seripture as inſtituted for men only, 
we are ſtill at a loſs ta know by what me- 
thod God choſe to cleanſe wornen from 


8 # 
? = + k. oo 
© . 4 


— There was pobility of the | 
we ved by conforming their lives to the 
dictates of the law of nature: : yer the Scrip- 


dure is wa flents-20 the means of thr 


r 
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3dly. Both the Church of Rome, and 


che Church of England acknowledges the 
rege of infant baptiſm, which truth 


verd. no means be deduced from 


x Fe 


Virgin till her death, though the facred 
books bear no teſtimony to this truth, 
n tradition has fo well eſtabliſhed. 

5 e Eccleſiaſtical 


T4 


ON TRADITION. 
- Eccleſiaſtical traditions hve the ſame 


force as the written laws and conſtitutions 
of the church, which ate held to be bind- 


ing, in obedience to Chriſt's ſpecial injunc- 
tion. I be will nat bear the church let him 
3e unto thee 'as a heathen or 4 publican, 
Matt. ch. xviii. I will endeavour to ſhew 


in the next chapter in whom lies the au- 


_ thority given by Chriſt to frame laws for 
_ the church; and ſhall end this by obſerv=- 


unwritten laws; that the greateſt of the 
Philoſophers, Pythagoras and Socrates, 


ment: ſo that nature herſelf ſeems to ery 
pg EO . 
\ > Sap 


on 


who N ber to thein RE the treaſures: 
uritton precepts: finally, that both in the 
bliſned unwritten cuſtom is held in equal 
veneration with a law, written on parch-- 


a long eſta- 


ing, chat the beſt eſtabliſhed governments . 
of antiquity were ruled in great part by 
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the motives of the Catholic Church, 

tradition conjointiy with 
Scripture; as the rule of a Chriſtian's faith. 
It is now time to ſay ſomething on Church- 


Authority, ſince it is from this, in great 


it tradition be admitted as an uſeful inter- 
Preter of the vill of heaven reſpecting ſuch 
Points as are not contained in Scripture, 


it n incumbent on me to endeavour to 


diſcern real traditions from falſe ones; 
Which I cannot do, unleſs a criterion of 
doctrinal truth be previouſly fixed upon. 


Nom chere is in the Catholic Church a 
criterion of truth, which reſides in the de- 


* 
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crees of a general council ratified by the 
"Theſe councils are chiefly com- 


Pope. 
poſed of Biſhops the repreſentatives of the 


faithful; and their deciſions are held to be 


infallible, in conſequence of the repeated 


3 promiſes of our Saviour to his church. 
The ſpirit of truth ſhall teach you all truth, 


Matt. chap. xvi. And lo, I am with you al- 
ways even unto the end of the world, __ 


| OO: TR * 


* 


Chriſt by cucking ue of theſe n d 
undoubtedly promiſe infallibility to the col- 


leftive body of the apoſtles and their ſucceſ— ! IT 
ſors, repreſenting the univerſal church; which 


has a formal exiſtence in the Prelates only, 


much in the ſame. manner as the ſight of 


the human body exiſts formally in the head. 
The Pope, who, as ſucceſſor to St. Peter, 
is, without diſpute, the firſt Biſhop in the 


world, has a right to convene theſe afſem- 
blies, and to preſide in them, either in 
perſon, or by legates whom he commiſ- 
0 20 that __ W 
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IK as well as many; others, is derived from 
te authority which Chriſt committed to St. 
E Peter to direct his church: an authority 
frequently: mentioned by Holy Writ, and 
which ſeems to have been given to that 
apoſtle as a reward for his extraordinary 
fach; for when Chriſt put the queſtion 
to. his: diſeiples, whom: ſay. ye that I am? 
Matt. chap. xvi. the reſt heſitating, from 
the uncertainty they were under what 

would be a proper anſwer, St. Peter con- p 
fidently anſwered, thou- art the Chriſt, the „5 
Son , the living God; and Jeſus anſwered, Y 
aalkKanad ſaid unto him, Bleſſed art thou Simon 
41 Bar-jona : for fleſh: and blood have not re- 
E eee it unto thee, but my Fatber who 
Wis in beaven. And 1 rn unto thee, that 
dd art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
 buzld ny church: and the gates of bel! 
; on not prevail againſt it. And I will gue ,, © 
unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven : 
and whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on earth 
all be bound in beaven; and whatſoever thou 
Dali looſe on earth ſhall be looſed in heaven, 
ver. 17, 18, 19, of the ſame chapter. 


PP. 
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St. Peter being thus appointed to direct 
the univerſal church, was endowed by our 


and . 8 with — ihe ; 
for the diſtinguiſhing of truth from falſe- : 


hood; Chriſt himſelf aſſuring him that 
he ſhould not err in matters of faith, in 


St. Luke, chap. xxii. I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail thee not. Now., 
as it is clear from other paſſages that the 
church of Chriſt will laſt till the end of 


the world, we may infer that the ſupreme _ 
power committed to St. Peter, devolved 
on his ſucceſſors the 'Biſhops of Rome; 


which See St. Peter founded, and continued 


to govern, till it pleaſed our divine Savi- 
our to call the firſt of his apoſtles to 
happineſs, by a death ſimilar to that of 
* * Maſter.“ 


1 ; 
1 £ 
. { i 
SG „ 
1 
* a * 
* 


* St, Peter dela condemned to be crucified 
by the emperor Nero, was, at his own deſire, - 


. faſtened to the croſs with, bis head towards the 


52 | ground, 


\\ 
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abe Pope's fupremacy follows as an 
2 conſequence from that of St. 


having inſtituted, in the perſon of his 
apoſtle, not a temporary, but a perpetual 


livered down to his lateſt ſucceſſors. But 
the eſtabliſhment of - the Pope in the See 
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of St. Peter, who might have founded 
„ no particular See, or have fixed one in 
44 different part of the world; but as St. 
Peter did (probably by divine inſpiration) 
eſtabliſn his See at Rome, the Roman 
Pontiffs, n chai, lon 
heirs to his power. 


FO 4 Wherefore, as St. Peter had en 
1 that bis faith ſhould not fail, we may aſſure 


ourſelves, that when the Pope, the 


f bes, thinking himſelf unworthy to meet his 


end in the ſame poſture as his Lord had done. 


His death had been foretold by Chriſt in the 
| laſt chapter of St. 7. | 


Peter, and is, by. divine .right; Chriſt 


High Prieſthood, - which was to be deli- 


of Rome, originates entirely from the will 


ſucceſſor 


r 


2 
I 


| he is. preſent in an aſſembly of Prelates, 


ſucceſſur of St. Peter, uſes his utmoſt 


than by collecting the ſenſe of the uni- 


verſal church repreſented by her Prelates 


in council. For Chriſt has promiſed all 
neceſſary aſſiſtance even to two or three 
who unite in aſking it, here two or three 
are aſſembled in my name, there am I in the 
midſt of them, Matt. chap. xviii. If then 


God be preſent iti an aſſembly of two 


or three perſons to aid them in their pri- 


vate affairs, can we doubt for a moment, 


after, this and his other promiſes, that 


to enlighten them in matters of the higheſt 


importance to that church which he has 
_ commanded us to obey? The apoſtles - 
were ſo confident of the | infallibility of 
their own deciſions, when aſſembled for 


the welfare of the church, that upon the 
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endeavours to diſcover the truth, our Lord 
ill not permit the truth to be hidden 
from him. And he cannot adopt a more 

_ effeftual method to diſcover the truth, 


D - * | 


— 
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F: © Cloſing up of the firſt council which was 
held at Jeruſalem, they expreſſed them- 
ſelves in theſe terms. It ſeemed good to be 
Hol Ghoſt and to us, Acts, chap.” xv. 
| Thus giving all to underſtand: that their 
* 5 eee 


1 F 


1 i te belongs to 5 0 councils to judge 
i] | = of the purity or falſchood of doctrine, to 
Fo decide the true ſenſe of controverted paſ- 
ages of Scripture (which being mute can- 34 
| not publiſh to the world what interpreta" = 

1 tion is genuine and what is not:) to ſtop 
tte progreſs of religious innovations, A 
condemning thoſe - who | teach them; 
enact laws for the ſpiritual good of 50 
faithful; finally, to give every neceſſary 
direction both relative to faith and to mo- 
ral duties. On this ſubject it may not 3 
- _ - unpleaſant to the reader, to ſee the follow. © | 
4 . ee ee 774 


9 '% | N. 
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and his deciſion, if received by the body 
ol the church, obtains, the force of a law, 
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„ -Infallibility ; unfailing guide. THY! 
In Pope and general councils muſt reſide; 


Both lawful, both conbined : what one 8 | 


By numerous votes, the other ratifies : 2 
On this undoubted ſenſe the * relies. 4 


© Thoſe canons all the needfa points contain; ; 


Their ſenſe ſo obvious, and their words ſo plain, 


That no diſputes about the doubtful text 
Have hitherto the lab'ring world perplexed. 
If any ſhould in future times appear, 


New councils ay. be called to joke the : 


meaning clear: 
Becauſe in them the power ſupreme PHE 
And all the promiſes are to the guides. 


Duras, Hur and rn 


When forme difficulty ak; in the - 
church, for the ſettling of which it is not 
neceſſary that a council ſhould” be con- 


vened, or, when circumſtances are un- 


favourable to the holding of ſuch a meeting, 


though the evil ſhould ſeem to require this 


_ remedy, it then belongs to the Pope as 


Vicar of - Chriſt, to pronounce: ſentence, 
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and is equally binding with the decrees of 


© council: becauſe, in ſuch a caſe, the 
ame doctrine is approved of by the head 
and members diſperſed, as would be ſub- 
ſeribed to, were they all collected toge- 


ther. Thus about the end of the laſt 
and the beginning of the preſent age, the 
errors of Janſeniſm and  Quietiſm were 
condemned by the church, though not al- 


ſembled i in x council. 


The PN 4 Chriſt to build 


. church upon a roct, has been 


verified by the permanency of St. Pe- 


ters See eſtabliſhed at Rome. The 


world has ſeen the church of Antioch fail, 


though| eſtabliſhed by the ſame apoſtle. | 


The Sees founded by St. Mark at Alex- 


andria, St. James at Jeruſalem, and St. 
Matthew in Ethiopia, have long ſince 


been overrun with infidelity and ſchiſm : 
but Rome, though inceſſantly aſſaulted by 


the rage of unbelievers, ſtigmatized with 


undeſerved e and undermined by 
| | the 


* 
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the moſt ſubtle machinations of her ene- 
mies; ſtill retains, and will never loſe 
her ſuperiority over all other churches ; 
being equally. venerable for the antiquity 
of her eſtabliſhment, the purity of her 
doctrine, the ſplendour of her worſhip, and 
the multitude of the faithful who acknow- 
ledge her juriſdiction, throughout, almoſt 
every part of the habitable world. 
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St. Peter's immediate ſucceſſors ſhould 
_ feal the Chriſtian Faith by the effuſion of 
| ber their blood. They were animated with a 
C [contempt for their earthly exiſtence, and 
_ a- juſt confidence of immortality, which 
their Lord had promiſed them; hence 
eagerly fulfilling and even ſurpaſſing the 
|, , . duties of their perilous ſtation, they propo- 
A 95 ſed to themſelves no other end than God's 
f - honour; ſometimes concealing themſelves 
from their perſecutors in gloomy caverns, 
when they thought the preſervation of their 
*  -lves to be neceſſary to their flock; at 
EF. other times openly manifeſting their per- 
5 ſons and character, in order to infuſe their 


ay 2, A own 


F 


1 


2 
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. own intrepidity into their followers,” It is 
hard to ſay, whether the ardour of their 
zeal, or the prudence and diſcretion with 
which they moderated it, was moſt ac- 
ceptable to God: but, as the influence 
of truth cannot be better ' forwarded than 
by the example of her teachers, we may 
in great part attribute the rapid progreſs - 
of Chriſtianity to the juſt admiration” 
which all men "conceived for the virtues 
of ſuch chiefs. A calmer period ſucceeded, 
during which the ſword of perſecution was 
.  ſheathed, while that of juſtice was held by 
a Chriſtian emperor, who cauſed religion 
to triumph, by ſeating her with him on the  _ 
throne. This was Conſtantine the Great, 
a prince whoſe mind was enriched by na- 
ture with her choiceſt endowments, and in 
whoſe character, though not entirely free 
from tarniſh, we ſee delineated ſo much 
excellence, as muſt caſt a veil over his fail- 
ings. He introduced into his country the 
moſt important and happy of changes; Of; 4 
| ——— Chriſtianity. in W. of Er Pr 
| | and 2 
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| and ſeconding the endeaypurs of the ortho- 1 

dax teachers to maintain the faith f in its 
F 8 N 


Dung the ener this Bie a the 
' Pontificate of St. Silveſter, the firſt gene- 
ral council of the church was aſſembled at 
Nice in the Leſſer Aſia. This council, which 
_ conſiſting of above three hundred Bi- 
| ſhops, unanimouſly condemned the hereſy 
E - of Arius, who denied Chriſt's divinity. 
0n this occaſion was compoſed the Nicene 
Creed, fo called from the name of the place 
= where this council ſat for three years ſuc- 
= |  _ceflively. St. Silveſter ratified the deci- 
BE  fions of this aſſembly, which was termina- 
de, according to the beſt authors, in the 
3 | fifteenth year of his Pontificate, and the 
- twentieth of the reign. of "Conſtantine, - 
A. D. * 2 50 . 
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. 1 From the 0 Nicene Council 
to our days, ſeventeen other councils have 
been approved of by the Pope, and re- 


- 
1 
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ceived by the univerſal church: 1 ſhall 
briefly mention ion them in this place, > 


The ſecond general council was held in 


order to oppoſe the hereſy of Macedoni- 
us, who denied the divinity of the Holy 
Ghoſt, On this occaſion the Prelates of 
the eaſtern. parts of Chriſtendom were af- 


ſembled at Conſtantinople ; thoſe of the 
weſtern at Rome. Theſe two aſſemblies, 
though locally diſtant, were of one mind 


and opinion, and the decrees enacted by 
them were in the year 383 confirmed by 
St. Damaſus, who then filled the Pon- + 
tifical chair. This Pope united in an 
eminent degree the virtues of prudence 


and fortitude : he was well verſed in facred 
and profane knowledge, wrote with ele- 


gance both in proſe and verſe, and framed 
. ſome uſeful eccleſiaſtical laws. He died 
A. D. 364. e 


re. curing the Poe of Se. Ce. | 
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leſtine I. Who ſent St. Cyril patriarch of 


5 e ende e in his Man 


The purpoſe of convening this aſſembly, 
was to paſs ſentence on the doctrine of 


— 


Neſtorius a Greeian monk, who maintained 


chat there are two diſtinct perſons in Jeſus 


Chriſt; and that the human perſon alone 
was engendered by the virgin Mary, being 


ſeparate from the divine, which exiſts in 


followers, refuſed to acknowledge the bleſ- 
fed virgin Mary as mother of God. Their 
impious error was nnn Swepren 


i a e ee Nas 


at Chalcedon in 454, in oppoſition to 


heaven; accordingly Neſtorius and his 


eee | 


the hereſy of Eutyches, who taught that 


there is but one nature in Chriſt, even ſince 


the Incarnation. This council expounded 


and confirmed the doctrine of the Catholic 
Chuch: that ſince the Incarnation, there 


ate two natures in Jeſus Chriſt, viz. the 


 natufe- of God, and the nature of man; 
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which doctrine was confirmed by St. Leo 
the Great, a Pope, whoſe actions and 
writings have endeared his name to "i 
terity. He joined to the moſt eminent 
ſanctity of life, a quick penetration, an un- 
ſhaken preſence of mind, and a majeſtic 
aſpect; qualities which ſaved Rome from 
pillage on the following occaſion. When 
Attila king of the Hunns, who had affumed- 
the title of the ſcourge of God, had poured + 
| down a multitude of barbarians on the 
I north of Italy, the defenceleſs inhabitants, fl 

who ſaw their fields ravaged, and their 
countrymen and kindred put to the ſword, 
were ſeized with the moſt cruel pangs 
of conſternation and deſpair. The pillage 
of Rome was what the Hunns pro- 
poſed to themſelves as the reward of 
their toils; and the affrighted Romans, 
who had not ſtrength ſufficient to reſiſt 
them, had -ſtill leſs hope of effecting 

2 thing by entreaties; Attila being 

c of the moſt ſavage manners, 
n whoſe 
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whoſe fierce untutored ſoul, neither feared 
nor reverenced any one thing ſacred or 
profane; notwithſtanding which, the in- 
trepid Leo, arrayed in his ſacerdotal robes, 
and accompanied by a few followers, goes 
out from Rome in ſearch of the enemy. 
He meets them near the river Mincivs : 
bis only weapons were entreaties, enforced 
by ſo perſuaſive an eloquence, that the 

enraged conqueror is on a ſudden mollified, | 
yields, and withdraws his troops. It is 
related, eee eee 
of his officers for what reaſon he who was 
igexorable to others, had ſhewn ſo much 
deference and ſubmiſſion to the Roman 
| Pontiff, the king anſwered, 2 
che conference, two men * had appeared 

| ſuddenly ſtanding with drawn ſwords an 
each fide of Leo, and threatening him- 
ſelf with inſtant death, if be preſumed to 
| (ett tip penis. 


| ® Suppoſed to be the apoſtles, St. Peter and | 


| * ö 
| '$t. Leo 


"i here aſſembled condemned the opinions 
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St. Leo has left us many valuable com- 


| mentaries on Holy Scripture, and other 


writings on various ſubjects, all full of 
learning and piety. He ſat N years, 


1 . 15 


rie ach general council as bell & 
Conftantinaple in the year 553, during 


the Pontificate of Vigilius. The Prelates 


of Origen, and of Didymus, and Evagrius 
his adherents, who amongſt other errors, 


maintained with much obſtinacy, that the 
pains of hell are not eternal, and that 


all the reprobate, even the devils themſelves, 


| ſhall be relieved after a ſtared time. 


e ck: ee | 


dy Pope Agatho, who. ſent legates to 


r to preſide there in his name 


681. The fathers of this council con · 


gelbe the hereſy of the Monothelites, 
who admitted but one will in Jeſus Chriſt, 


; thinking ix abbrd. ee 
„„ 


9 1 
w# 4 .- 


1 
- © 


perfection of Chriſt's humanity, by de- 


n K 28 
9 
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free wills in one and the fame perſon. 
Their opinion ſeemed. derogatory to the 


priving it of will and operation. It was 
therefore determined that there are two 


wills, and two operations in Chriſt; which 


we may collect from the account of our 
Saviour's agony in the garden, where the 
human will wiſhes that thoſe bitter pangs 
may- be alleviated. Father, let this chalice 


Paſs from me; but immediately the aſcen- 
deney of the divine will over the human is 


thus expreſſed : Let not my will bur thine be 


The ſeventh general council was con- 
vened at Niee, in the year 781, and pro- 
nounced in favour of the reſpect paid by 
Catholics to holy pictures and images ; 


| - which point 1 ſhall treat more copiouſly 
in another place. The legates of Pope 


Adrian I. preſided at this fynod, in 


which St. Tarafius, patriarch 1 


Rtantinople, » was — 2 


8 1 
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and 870. The fathers of this ſynod, in 
conjunction with the legates of Pope 
Adrian II. declared the Patriarch Ignatius 


to be duly elected to the See of Con- 


ſtantinople, rejecting the claim of Photius 
pretender to the government of that 


church. The neceſſity of aſſembling a 
council to decide this conteſt, was owing. - 


to the ſubtle ambition of Photius, - who, 
by ſetting every ſpring to work to ſup- 


plant his rival, had ſpread the flames of 
diſſſention through the whole eaſtern church. 


The ninth; ronh;+ cleventl unh tell 
were held at Rome, and are called the 


councils of Lateran, from the church of 
St. John of Lateran, where the Roman 
Pontiffs take poſſeſſion of their See. The 
ninth council deliberated on the means 
of recovering the Holy Land from the 
infidels under e Calliſtus II. AD. 


1123. | Hes - 
! The 


The eighth general council was afſem- 0 
bled at Conſtantinople, in the year 869 
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OY Us. Thee? Fe 


under the yeil of voluntary poverty, con- 
_ cealed a proud and ſeditious ſpirit, and had 
cauſed much bloodſhed. They were don 
nel wnger Alexander III. in 1180.” 


I 


1 cent III. paſſed ſentence on the Albigen- 
ſes; who took their name from the town 
. of Abi in the ſouth of France, which gave 

birth to the ſect. Their opinions were 
- , fimilar to thoſe of the Waldenſes, and they 


_ 'the principle of evil, whom they conſi- 
_— creator of the viſible world 


- The tenth/ was aſſembled by Innocent Il. 
or the purpoſe of determining ſeveral points "thy 
_ relative to the rights and privileges of | 
the church, againſt the manu 


ir W d the herefy . 
the, Waldenſes, a ſet of heretics, who, 


F 


The eelfth, An en at Pope Into. 


held the two. principles of the Manichees; 


the principle of good, whom they ſuppoſed | 
to haye created the inviſible world, and 


# 
* 
»£ 4 
” C bl 0 . 


. 


\ 


| ſubſcribe to thoſe words of the Nicene 
Creed, who proceeds from the Father and 
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in which we live. The fathers of the _ 
council, who condemned theſe errors in 


1215, enacted the law which obliges all 


the faighful co receive che hui cut 


N 097 49% e rv 


The thirteenth was aſſembled. at Lyons, 


in France, by Pope Innocent IV. in op- 
emperor Frederic II. and to procure freſh 
ſuccours for the Chriſtians in the Holy 


Land in 1245. 


be fournventh was convened at 170 

nn 1274, chiefly to effect an union between Wo 
the Latin and Greek Church; for the 

. Greeks had for a long time refuſed to ac- 


knowledge the Pope's ſupremacy, and to 


the Son, being of opinion that the Holy 
Ghoſt proceeds from the Father only. 


They were reunited to the Catholic Church, 
" happy event was * ON to 


the 


- 
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the ewe of St. Bonaventure, who, 
while the council was ſtill fitting, was 
called to a better life to receive the reward 
of his labours. It was at this council, 
that the Cardinals firſt began to wear the 
red hat, as the diſtinctive mark of their 


999 1 | N 
The fifteenth general council was called 
er at Vienne, in France, by Cle- 
ment V. This Pontiff had, during the 
preceding year, aboliſhed the order of | 
Knights Templars, who were condemned - | 
- afreſh by the council, as were likewiſe the 
Dulciniſts, a ſhameful ſect who, by word 
and example authorized the: moſt deteſta- 
' ble impurities. The Pope with the Kings 
+ of France and Arragon were * at 
"pram in he year 1371. 


The Gxreenth was convened. at F 
by Pope Eugenius IV. in 1439, and wass —_ 
'-hongured with the preſence of John Pa- 
e emperor of Conſtantinople, with 

A numerous 


. \ 


18 
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2 numerous train of Eaſtern Princes and 


Biſhops. The Greeks, who had relapſed 


into their former errors, now once more 
renounced them, and. the Armenian. 


Churches acknovledged their een 


9 hay the Holy See. 


The: ſeventeenth Rs. 19 council was 
_ aſſembled to adjuſt a multiplicity of im- 
portant concerns relative to the ſpiritual 
and temporal good of Chriſtendom, under 
Julius II. and Leo X. This council com- 
menced in the year 1510. d was broke 


up in 1517. 


„ 
eee eee ee 


1545, againſt the erroneous doctrine of ry 
Luther, Calvin, and. ſeveral other pre- 
tended reformers of the Church. It | 


was judged neceſſary by the Pope, 


and the Catholic princes, to arraign theſe 


new opinions before a general coungil; 
and the. chiefs | of the | reformers were | 
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invited to Trent, with the offer of a ſafe- 
conduct for their perſons, and other fair 
propoſals, which they rejected on various 
pretences. Their refuſal to attend in the 
Council, ſeems to have been grounded on a 
conſciouſneſs of the weakneſs of their cauſe, 
which, while it impoſed on the people by 
rude declamation, and by ſoothing the paſſi- 
ons, could never be ſupported by ſolid argu- 
ments. The council proceeded to buſi- 
neſs, and, aſter making the ſtricteſt ſcru- 
tiny into the merits of each controverted 
opinion, and uſing every expedient which 
human prudence, aided by ſupernatural 
light, could ſuggeſt, to reunite the ſepa- 
rated members to the body of the church, 
at length pronounced a definitive ſentence, 
Which eſtabliſhed every article of the Ca- 
- tholic Faith, and reprobated the oppoſite 
Opinions, as well as the perſons who ſhould 
any longer preſume to teach them. There 
© were preſent in this fynod, at the ſame 
bend ſix Cardinals, four Legates, three 
| | "TOO 
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Patriarchs, thirty-two Archbiſhops, and 
two hundred and twenty-eight - Biſhops 
beſides ſeveral Abbots, Generals of Orders, 
and Theological wachen, of WN me. X 

lities and integrity. | 


"he e e 5 
their knowledge, and the pious offered a 
holy violence to heaven by unwearied 
ſupplications, that the light of faith might 
not only guide the deciſions of this aſſem- 
bly, but being reflected on the proud 
innovaters, might chaſe errour from their 
minds, and cauſe them to behold and to 
acknowledge the truth. It pleaſed the 
Lord to grant the firſt part of this petition. 
The aſſembly, which was held, with ſome 
interruptions, - during the ſpace of eighteen 
years, in the reigns of Pius III. Julius III. 
and Pins IV, at length defeated every 
enterprize of the enemy to traverſe its pur- 
| Poſes, explaining the orthodox opinions 
vith clearnef and perſpicuity, and fixing 
F ä the | 
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baſis, where 


malice, a 
the wrt 
the decrees 
ſome of. n 
| before. touched on ; 
1 Da the over chief tenets. that. were 


# 
1 


REAL PRESENCE OF CHRIST. 


1 U H R 


AND 


— 
N 


TRANSUBSTANTIAT ION. 


Ranſubſtantiation is the word uſed \ - 

by the Catholic Church, to expreſs 
the converſion of the whole ſubſtance of 
bread and wine, into the whole ſubſtance . 
of the body and blood of Chriſt; after. 

ick changs, packing is 1h of dd Wl + | 

elements, except their ſpecies, or accidental 4 

qualities; ſuch as colour, ſmell, taſte, 4 


quantify figure, &c. | 1 


Ie is' an article\ of Rüth * dts.” 


f camo is effected in the STILL of 
5 the 


52 ON THE EUCHARIST. 


8 the Euchariſt by the words of conſecration ; 
which doctrine is founded on Scripture, 
on the moſt ancient traditions, and the 

deciſions - of ſeveral councils, but chiefly 

that of es in the following canon. 


4 If any one ſhall "0 that tis ſub. 

e ſtance of bread and wine remains in 
ee the Euchariſt, together with the body 
ce and blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


ce and ſhall deny that wonderful and ſingu- 


lar converſion of the whole ſubſtance 


ce of bread” into the body, and of the 


c whole ſubſtance of wine into the blood, 


ce the ſpecies only of bread and wine re- 


* maining, which converſion the Catholic 


| \« Church moſt properly calls tranſub- 
& ſtantiation , anathema ſit: words denounc- 
x 8 an eccleſiaſtical cenſure.” 


"The Hari collects this doftrine both 


FRM the words of Chriſt, who ſaid that 


what. be offered under the ſpecies of bread 
Was, 1 body: . from tradition; for that 


. 
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perſuaſion 
ever 
prevailed in the 
church 


Y „ " s F 
God, » th 18 atteſted 
; : 


words ſermon 
ords of St. 
* Cyprian 
Ne Lare Supper e 
DE 4 —— 
. the ones 22 . me 
— — 
mw Ambroſe, exe 
fourth ſacrament, ſa 
ys, This 
is 


bread 
= 3 the ſacrament 
conſecrated, — = 
ER it be- 


c 
omes the fleſs of Chriſt. 


he 
4 other 
8 chang Zi! | 


_ ſacrament 
of 
the Euchariſt chere 
1 con- 7 


* 
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Eee 
Ir; Jeſus 
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always been uniform in her opinion con- 
- cerning the - bleſſed ſacrament, it would 
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ments is converted into chat of fleſh and 


bon be Church of Rome, lage 
tained the article of tranſubſtantiation, 
which appears from a letter of his to the 


Marquis of Brandenburgh ſtill extant, in 


which he ſays: that, as the church has 


be equally raſh, to call in queſtion what 


eine reaches, as it would be, to doubt 


whether there be à church of God upon 
krarth. And in another place he ſays, that 
"theſe words of God are naked and plain, 
and cannot be ſo ſtrained by any forced 
interpretation, as be made to ſignify any 
„„ eee erg. 
of Chriſt delivered for us; and the cup 
contains the blood of Chriſt ſhed for the 
- xemiſfion of our ſins. But as Luther, and 


"His diftiples muſt, in all points, land in 
oppoſition to the Catholic Church, they 
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afterwards invented the terms of impanation, 
and invination, to difallow the converſion | 

of one fubſtance 1 into the other. 54} "4262 | 


— 
of the exiſtence of the. body and blood of 
our Saviour in the Euchariſt ; underſtand- 
ing the words of Chriſt in St. John: This 
1 +5 lac, dis is my. blood; not in che 

eee eee e- 

if pigs re Bi 
mme paſſages. - 


d s- Bu dite as l ben 
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1 ſays > my fleſh is meat indeed, and my Blood 7 
is drink indeed. Concerning the ' reality © 
Ws © Berl or ad Pi mee 2 1 
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5 ll vincent that theſe men of 
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f St. John Chryſoſtom, in his thirty- 
eighth homily on the goſpel of St. Mat- 
thew, has the following words: ſince there- 
fore he has ſaid, This is my body, let us 
not be perplexed by any doubt, but believe, 
nd fort with che, yer, of our undarfanding 
+. +» You ſee, bim, you touch him, you eat 


' „ E 
: 
x 1 * 
7 Fa 
. * 


I could quote a great number of ſuch 
authorities in favour of the real preſence, 
which omitting for the ſake of brevity, I 


lived ee eee the times a 
apoſtles than did the teachers of the new 
opinions, muſt have been better acquainted 
than them with the ſenſe. in which the 


words of Chriſt, at the inſtitution of the 
' | Jagrament, were taken in the earlieſt times 


of Chriſtianity ; and, that, as the preſent 
doctrine of the Catholic Church on this 


was en. held for ſo many 


. 
_ 

i K 

41 

E 

4 

me 

4 
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| thoſe innovators, who began to change the 
eſtabliſhed religion not three centuries ago, 


"Writ, with ſuperior diſcernment to ſo 


nes of thoſe who doubt of che realpreſince, 


who, when our Saviour had declared thnꝑt 


to feed them with his own fleſh was ſuffi- 
ciently expreſſed ; and could they doubt of 
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could expound the true meaning of Holy 
r 


ef 


TOS. JB) 
tba 


with that of the Jews of Capharnaum, 


they" muſt eat bis fleſh and drink" bis Wood, 
began to heſitate, and ſaid to each other, 
how can this man give us his fleſh to c? . 
How great was the infidelity of theſe inen 
in refuſing to believe what their Lord had 


his power to accompliſh what he had pro- 
miſed, when that power had been ſo often 
nature as the myſtery he then propoſed? ? 


had 


© he 3 thi ooh for 
 their/incredulity, that they did not acknow- | 
_ ledge Chriſt) for the Meſſiah, at the time 
he ſpoke this to them. We Chriſtians 
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had withered, to bud afreſh : he had made 
water to. flow from a barren rock: he had 
ſeparated the waters of the red ſea, and 
dried the bottom, to open a paſſage for his 
choſen people: he had fed them with manna 
from heaven, a food of the moſt exquiſite 
- taſte and fragrancy. They believed all theſe 
 wonders/ without entering into the method 
power en al by that P 
eee eee 
their food? ore at 


95.7 


acknowledge him to be the Son of God: 


we believe that his power over us, and his 


love towards us is infinite. His power 


wn capable of effecting, and his love 
| eee ge eee 


e e e of ons ſubſtance into 


ann 


* 


1 


comb; and our bodies, by means of the 
heat reſident in the ſtomach, have ſuffici- 
ent force to change the bread we eat, into 


oN TRR EUCHARIST: 


The artiſt who works glaſs, changes the 
ignoble and vile ſubſtance of ſand into a 


precious and tranſparent ſubſtance ; nature 
works a change equally admirable by the 


labour of the induſtrious bee, changing the 
juice ſucked from flowers into an honey- 


fleſh, eee WEI nne 


5 Theſe n of one cet into 
another, are worked in the common'order 
of nature, by the divine appointment ; but 
3 has worked others more extraordi- 


| nary 


oy. 
another, which calls aloud for cee we | 
4 his Pe hs br GN} i ben 
means contrary to it; and as we behold 
with admiration the natural converſions 
| which are performed by the art of our fel: 
low-creatures, we have furely no reaſon to 
heſitate in our belief, that this een 
_ conyerfion is performed by Omnipotence. 
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as when Moſs changed a rod into a ſer- 
pent, and wine into blood. How ſublime 
and how wonderful was the change, "which 
this favoured: ſervant effected by the Di- 
vine aid! It, therefore, God has. bleſſed 
mortal with. fuch extraordinary power 
nature, who will diſpute the ef- 
* of that divine conſecration, in 
which, our Saviour $ own words both fully 
expreſs, and effectually work, the tremen- 
dous N which is Propoſed to. our 
d e F 


. l me 60 eta, that though God 
| has exerted this power to work ſupernatural 
Changes, yet he did not mean, on this oc- | 
caſion, to deſtroy one ſubſtance and create 
another, but to leave only the ſign or figure 
of his body for the comfort of his diſci- 
Ples. But there are two freſh reaſons, 
"beds thoſe. already given, to prove that 
-. Chriſt underſtood the expreſſion . he uſed 
—_ - Kite ieren in the hal ns which | 

* : the © 
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- " the words convey. | For, in the firſt place, 


as Chriſt's love for mankind was bound. 


leſs and infinite, we may ſafely conclude 
that he meant to leave us, in the inſtitu- 


tion of this ſacrament, the moſt perfect 
token of his affection, which Omnipotence 
could beſtow. Now, it was certainly be- 


queathing a more precious teſtament to 4 
his diſciples, to leave them the real fleſh if 


and blood of which his body was com- 


poſed, and the foul and divinity which 


animated it, than to beſtow on them the 


mere figure of that body without the 


real ſubſtance. The diſciples, taking their 


Maſter's words in the true ſenſe which they 


were intended to convey, were Rainy 
with a ſupernatural ſenſe of love and grati- 
tude, : when they beheld, with the ſight of © 


faith, in this adorable ſacrament, thoſe 
ſacred temples which were crowned with | 
thorns ; thoſe eyes, which had caſt upon 
them ſuch meek, compaſſionate, and be- 
nevolent glances; that mouth which had 


Mes * them to a knowledge of the truth, 


* e and 
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and had opened to them the treaſure” of 
holy doctrine; the ſide which had been 
pierced through with à ſpear, and the 
1 hands, which were impoſed on them at 
=_ - Gaps ordination, torn with nails; finally, 
the whole body fainting, agonizing, and 
expiring for the remiſſion of fins. - It was 
dhe | perſuaſion of the real preſence, that ani- 
mated the Primitive Chriſtians to ſuch a 
longing after, and ſuch eagerneſs to receive 
_- this holy facrament; which they conſidered 
as a foretaſte of heavenly joys, and as a 
1 holy and ineffable union between God and 
them. Hence it came to paſs, that when 
Fo + they were, by the juſt ſeverity of the 
church, excluded for a time from the 
. banquet, their ſpirits funk, and 
tey were overpowered with grief, venting 
©... their Grtow for this ſeparation in moans 
and lamentations, and looking upon mar | 


* 


'Y ſtate as a temporary reprobation ; from { I 
F All (hich we tmay conclude, that thiy | 
F thought themſelves, on theſe occafions, to |} 


de withheld, not * from the ſign, or 
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figure of their Saviour's body, which they. | 
might behold in a picture or a crucifix” 


in You. 


ee, if Chilli; who prom}; ml wack 
the faithful al truth, had delivered the 
words by which he inſtituted the ſacrament 


in a figurative ſenſe only, he would not 


have permitted his beſt ſervants to be 


wards have explained himſelf more amply 
in preſence of his apoſtles, to whom he 
conſtantly expounded thoſe parables, which 
were not to be made known to all indif- 


criminately. But, as he made no com- 


ments on the words by which the-facra- 
ment was inſtituted, nor on the foregoing 


paſſages in which he exhorts all to eat his 


_ vs, and drink his blood, we may fafely 


8 2 | conclude 


% 
— 


but from a real union with the fleſh of _ 
s Chriſt; which, unleſs ye eat i Je bave no life 


miſerably deceived for fo many ages; but 
would either have manifeſted this figurative 


| ſenſe to the Jews of Capharnaum, who. 
expreſſed their doubts, or he would. aſter- 
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13 conclude that the words want no expla- 
nation, and are to be taken in the literal 
. | | 


The Church of England teaches her 
followers, that the body and blood of Chriſt 
s verily and indeed received in the ſacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, notwithſtanding 
which ſhe accuſes the Catholic Church of 
idolatry for paying adoration to this divine 
E - _ facrament; which does not, according to 
N the opinion of Proteſtants, contain the 6 | 
* ſubſtance of Chriſt's fleſh and blood. Now, 
what a palpable errour, and manifeft/ con- 
tradition is implied in the above men- 
ied flofrine : that the body and blood 
are verily. and indeed received under the 
| | . faoramental ſpecies, though that body and 
_ | blood, - Which we receive, are not. verily 
| and indeed there! It is with reaſon then, a 
unt the Poet Dryden _ 


Fo Rectal ſenſe 3 is hard to fleſh and 38 
But nonſenſe never can be offerood: | 


* 4. * 
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. To deny the real preſence of Chriſt Wy 
he. euchariſt, is to deprive that divine 2 
ſacrament of its chief dignity and efficacy, 
and to withhold. from them who: receive 
it, the ineſtimable fruits which it was 
* by God to produce in our ſouls. 
The ſectaries, who take Chriſt's words in 
ſame forcible motives as we are, to cleanſe 
our conſciences from every ſtain of guilt, 
previous to our taſting of this holy ban- 
quet. They approach to the communion 
table after breaking their faſt, with reſpect, 
indeed, as to an awful ceremony, but 
without thoſe lively and tender feelings | 
of devotion, which proteed only from a 
deep ſenſe of Chriſt's: infinite goodneſs in 'Y 
giving himſelf to us. It is the reality of j 
our Saviour's preſence, that conduces, more 
than all the other rites. of our religion, to 
raiſe the faithful to eminent and extra- 
ordinary perfeCtion- in the way of virtue; 
and it was a firm perſuaſion: of this reality —=—_. 
3 St. Tereſa to declare, chat ſƷne 
792224 83 . 8 
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did not regret her not having exiſted at 
=. the time that our Saviour was in the world, 
b̃ace ſhe had the very ſame Saviour to 
1 comfort and enlighten her in the holy 

| -facrament. This myſtical body of Chriſt, 
has not only raiſed men to the moſt con- 
ſummate ſanctity by their believing in it, 
but has vindicated its own honour, and 
inwincibly diſplayed its power, by clear 
and inconteſtable miracles, ſome of which 
"HOON pi wo FO 


13 Ms $52 a youth nf 
nople, N of - Jewiſh . 
il - aſſociated with Cm | iar 
M children, went © rite = ar 
_ and there received th Sly euchariſt, which 
2 he had no ſooner taſted, than he ſelt i inex- 
| —& the: ſource fipth whence it proceeded. He 
goes ſtr; git. to his father an pune ge. 
| the Pr of a - glaſs and in- 
form ee God of 
wie Chriſtians into his ſtomach; which the 
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latter no ſooher Heard, than, — 
| neee 


his glaſs. T -cnother ur the" bs | 
6 r — ned 


as three days 8 ftinuance 


eee e e midſt of the 
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__ had been guilty of ſo unnatural a crime, 
3 5 eyes to the truth, which had been fo 
ö | wonderfully manifeſted; but, as he per- 
ſiſted to the laft in refuſing baptiſm, the 
emperor, orderec him 3 to a 
. erols. See Baror s Eccicſlaſtice 


10 the os 1263/4 prieſt, afier con- 
IX pada the oy Chriſt at the altar, 
was troubled with, doubts and temp- 
tations concernix * real preſence, and, 
his faith beginning to ftagger, our Lord 
- cauſed the hoft to drop blood, which dyed 
the corporal, and pe d to the marble 
* 6 one which was under it. This miracle 
1 d at a village c. unn. in 
1 errito eee y, during 
E |  the'Panti cate. of Urban IV.\and occa- 
= ſioned nere an aſter by 
| that Pope, enjoining the bl * „ 
. 
out all Chriſtendom. | 
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treat with 


it into bis hands. 
did; ee 
ſome of his in #8 firſt + 
reviled it with contemptuous laughter, and 
bitter taunts ; then puſhing their malice 
to a ſtill higher pitch, they give it many 
ſtabs with a dagger, when the hoſt-miracu- 
louſly iſſues forth a great quantity of blood; 
at the ſight of this, they were ſtruck with 
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In the year 1556, the king and re- 
of Poland earneſtly falicited the 
Pope to permit the laity to receive under 
both ſpecies, and Lippomane, Biſhop of 
xs deſpatched by his holineſs to 
The queſtion being in 
agitation, a Jew, who lived in a village 
many fair promiſes, induced his maid-. 
ſervant, a Chr 
receive the body 0 Chriſt, and to deliver 
This ſhe - accordingly 


Verona, 


by his importunity and 


ir 5 the cone 


ſuch conſternation, as to fall back on che 


ground, as their anceſtors had done, when 
well came to ſeize Cara in the . RS 
| , "> 
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= of olives. They remain on we floor 
= - l eee 
* and looking with a pale and ghaſtly aſpect, 
at che bleeding hoſt, and at each other 
alternatively, y ſeem to have loſt the uſe 
cf bach ſpeech and reaſon. Having recovered 
_ themſelves, they gather up the blood in 


MI | themſelves from) — their 
erime ſecret; but it ne our Lord 
1 be made; and | 


1 


= 


 vinced by this miracle, Ae blood; 8 
11 — — | 
=D under the: ſpecies of bread, 1 that the 

eee admiring teh ben 
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hand, and inſtantly _ 


> Bw > 


, 
* 


— 
Her bones crackled as if they were on fire: 252 


_ widely, that one might ſee the bottom of 


ſuch violence, that it ſurpaſſed the ſtrerigth / 
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. year 1566 a young woman, of | p 
the dioceſe of Laon in France, was poſſeſ- 
ſed by an evil ſpirit, which tormented and 


disfigured her in ſo ſhocking a man- 
ner, that ſcarce any traces of the human 


her teeth gnaſhed : her Jaws opened ſo 


her ſtomach. She put out a tongue a foot | 
long; and fuch dreadful flames were feen 
flaſhing from hereye-balls, that ſcarce any 
one could ſupport the fight of her: the 
would frequently bound up into the air with 


of ten or twelve men to hold her down. 
This unfortunate creature was, by order 
of the Biſhop of Laon, brought into the 
church, and the Biſhop, in the preſence 
of a multitude of ſpectators, holding the 
ſacred hoſt over her head, addreſſed the 
evil ſpirit in ſuch words as theſe; * Behold,  * 


O woful ſpirit, thy ſovereign yu.” | 


* behold the virtue of the heavens. 


* 
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_ x thou withſtand him, ho has ſaid, Now 
k the prince. of this world ſhall be caſt out 
*of dars. This is the body that was 
_. ſtretched out on the wood of the croſs, 
e that was laid in a ſepulchre, roſe again, 
e and aſcended into heaven. I adjure 
. thee, in virtue of this heayenly Majeſty, 
to depart from the body of his ſervant.” 
While the wicked ſpirit was galled with 
ſcheſe and the like exorciſms, the demo- 
niac ſtretching herſelf upwards with horri- 
ble contortions, and turning her eyes away 
/ WM from the ſacred hoſt, uttered. a thouſand 
imprecations and blaſphemies, and diſ- 
BE charged volumes of ſmoke from her mouth 
and noſtrils: then being ſeized with violent 
N * ._ » * tremblings, ſhe fell proſtrate on the ground, 
aud, like a hedge-hog, convolved her body 
in a lump, fo that the li could not be 
diſtinguiſhed. Upon the Biſhop's aſking, 
8 how ſhe came to be taken with ſuch horrible 
EF ſymptoms at the ſight of the hoſt, the de- 
1 nee from her mouth, that thoſe, | 


* 
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agititions were occaſioned: by the fatal 
words Hoc eff This is; meaning the forin 


of the conſecration of the holy euchariſt. 


I ' omit many other | particulars. that are 


related,” for the ſake of brevity: Let it 
ſuffice to ſay, that the devil being ſubdued 


by the preſence of the body of Jeſus Chriſt, 


at length departed from his abode, leav- 
ing behind him a thick ſmoke, and a moſt . 
nauſeous ſmell; and, the weather being at 
that time perſectiy ſerene, there immediate: 
ly enſued a violent clap of thunder, which 


ſhook the whole church from the foundati- 
ons, with the adjacent houſes and towers; 


as if it were to proclaim far and near the 
wonder that had juſt been wrought by the 


preſence of the holy ſacrament. This illuſ- 


trious miracle cauſed one of the ſpectators, 


a counſellor in the parliament of Bour- 


deaux, to abjure the doctrine of Calvin, 
which he had till then profeſſed, and to 


become a member of the Catholic Church. 


I have related theſe few, of the many | 
| miracles worked by God in the lacrament, 
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mn order to ſtrengthen the faith of them 


e — —— 


who believe in it, and to excite them to 
make a due return of love to ſo bounteous 


4 - y 
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a Saviour. Let us remember, that who- 
ever taſtes worthuly-of this bread in purity 
and ſanctity, becomes transformed into the 

image of God, and is the ſame ſpirit with 

. Chriſt, 4 lover of his church, can- 
not endure to be abſent from her members, 
but delights to remain with us for our con- 
ſolation and ſupport. He therefore com- 

miands all to approach to his holy table, 
and is ready to impart to us his choiceſt 
1 bleſſings, previouſſy requiring this only 

Wo - condition, that we reſolutely break the 
EE bondsof iy 3 
| air ms" . N 
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HE homage offered to God by /#- 
1 crifice, is not only the moſt excellent 
act of divine worſnip, but eſſential to the 
true religion, which cannot ſubfiſt without it. 
For it is by ſacriſice that we acknowledge 
the ſupreme authority of the Moſt High: 
that authority of which he is ſo jealous, 
that to the end of each law given in Deuter- 


onomy, he ſubjoins theſe words : I W 


the Lord. This divine prerogative is ex- 
cellently honoured by facrifice, when by de- 
ſtroying the devoted victim, we acknow- _ 
ledge that God has power of life and death 
over all the beings of the univerſe.  Ac- 
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_ cordingly; both in the law of nature, and in 
1 the law of Moſes, ſacrifices were offered up, 
of various kinds, and for different intentions, 
viz. either purely for God's own honour, 
or in thankſgiving for his favours, or to 
_ atone for ſin, or to obtain God's graces and 
benefits. But theſe ſacrifices falling ſhort 
ol their deſired ends, the Son of God came 
down into this world, and dying on a croſs, 
| was both our prieſt and victim; a prieſt of 
eee a victim Nn | 


Itis 1 all Chriſtians to enter- 
pnagracfalremenbrncaltheineſtimable 
| fayour of redemption; which Chriſt enjcins 
ſacrifice offered on the croſs: for, after 

conſecrating, at his laſt ſupper, that divine 

body and blood which were to be ſhortly 
offered up for the remiſſion of ſins, he ſaid 

- to the apoſtles; Do this in remembrance of 
me; which words have the following plain 
3 and ſimple meaning. —As (I have offered 
nen, 
1 3 * 5 4 R 
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« blood, under the appearance of bread 
c and wine, which offering will ſhortly be 


© made in a bloody manner on the croſs; 
* ſo do you now receive, and henceforth 


« offer up this my body and blood, as a 
cc renewal of the ſacrifice now approaching; 
ct and apply the merits of your offering 


er to. the remiſſion of all future fins,” This 
acceptation of our Saviour's words has con- 
 ſtantly prevailed in che Catholic Church, 


which conſiders the bread and wine of- 
fered by MxLcRIsEDETH, Geneſis, chap. 
xiv. as a figure of the Maſs, in which 
-Chrift is, as the prophet foretels, Pſ. xc. 
à prieſ for ever according to "the order of 


-Mztcarspecs. ' The ſame ſenſe is mani: 


feſt from the New Teſtament, the moſt 
ancient records of Chriſtianity, the Litur- 
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SK . a xi. taps, | 
that under the Chriſtian” diſpenſation, we | 
dene os alen (and conſeqently's Kerifice) T5 
_. whereof 


- . ; 
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ing the ſame doctrine: and that of Trent 
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| ne dhe 0-409 hogtres 
tte tabernacle. In this and in his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, he looks upon 
mme Chriſtian table to be an altar, upon 
; which Chriſt is myſtically Ho ol 10. 
7 ene people. 


9 — 
as 
- 


* 


hy The Greeks, See 13 
other Eaſtern Churches, that have ſhaken 


off the. Pope's. authority, ſtill continue to 
acknowledge the obligation of making this 
offering: As to the authority of the fa- 


ders St. Cyprian, Epiſt. 63, calls the 


Mags 4 true and full ſacrifice : Eſebius, 
L. 1. An enpiation for all the world. The 
Councils have been unanimous in eſtabliſn- 


_ plainly: teaches, that “Be now offers himſelf 

« offered bimſelf on the croſs, there being no 
. difference except in the manner of offering: 

and, indeed, the Maſs has all the properties 


of a true ſacrifice, the chief of which is te 


. for - 
there 


_ 
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chere were ſome. unbloody offerings - in the 
old law, reſembling that of the new; and 


ſacramental words. 
5 This ſacrifice is immola ited 3 
in whoſe ſight it is of ſuch merit, as to 


in the offerings made before Chriſt's com- 


any creature even to the bleſſed Virgin Mary 
herſelf: hut we may entreat God to ac- 
cept.it in her. honour, and in memory. of 
the ſaints, whom he * . with 
ene | 


".. Though. this CE, 8 
and value as to the thing offered, and 


Chriſt che chief offerer ; yet, inaſmuch as it 
is ſatisfactory, and remiſſwe of guilt, and 


is applied , to particulars by. the intenti n 
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chough Chriſt is not laughtered; on dur 


myſtically by the „ 
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ing: it would be impious to offer it up to 
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F gation of their puniſhment ; ſo that when 
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of the prieſt, its effects are fire; being 
conſidered as the liquidation of a debt due 
to the divine juſtice; which liquidation is 
diminiſhed, in proportion to the increaſe of | 
the number for whom the offering is made: 
ſo that the propitiation and ſatisfaction is 
not ſo great, when the oblation is preſented 
for many, as eee ge 
| 4 ee | 


The Mak may be Gren in betalf ot 
the lving, or of the dead, who have de- 


parted in the ſtate of grace; but not for 


the damned, who have no longer any op- 
portunity to repent, or to obtain a miti- 


the church, in her ſervice” for the dead, 
petitions that they may be delivered from 


1 eternal death, and from the pains of bell, 


and that they may not fail into darkneſs, 
Kc. ſhe prays for the delivery of the. 
| fouls of the juſt from temporal puniſh- | 


ments; which delivery is, as it were, an 
. to the exemption from everlaſting 


Pw” 


eee 
pains, already granted them by God, in 
conſequence of their 3 in has. 
grace. | 


"T2 The Cinch makes ws 1 
monies in this holy ſacrifice, in order to 
the more perfect repreſentation of the paſ- 
ſion of Chriſt, and to ſtir up the faithful _. 

do greater devotion. The ſacred veſtments 
repreſent ſome of the chief Chriſtian vir- 
tues; and candles are lighted on the altar, | 
to honour the victory of our Lord oyer 
fin and death; theſe lights being tokens 

ol our joy, and denoting the light of faich 
with which we ſhould approach to the 
altar, and che light of good works which 

the apoſtles were ordered to diſplay before. 

men. Let your light ſpine before men. Mat. c. v. 


It muſt be obſerved, that the eſſence of 
this ſacrifice conſiſts in the conlecration, 
and its imegrimy is completed by the com- 
munion of the prieſt; who, by receiving 
the ſacrament, _ the acgiglents 1 

breed 
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| " bread and wine; ſo that Chriſt ceaſes to 


exiſt under them, The Weſtern Church 
has always conſecrated the euchariſt in un- 


leavened bread, after the example of Chriſt, 


who made uſe of this kind of bread at the 
inſtitution of the ſacrament, during the 
feaſt of the paſſoyer, a time in which the 


| Jews were not permitted to have any lea- 


ven in their houſes. Beſides, unleavened 


bread myſtically repreſents the conception 
ol our Saviour, which was free from cor- 
ruption; and the ſincerity of a foul puri- 
-, fied by grace, in order to be united with 

Jieſus Chriſt, according to the apoſtle, 
1 Cor. ch. v. Let us keep the feaſt in tbe 
 _ wnleavened bread of fincerity and truth. But 
5 the Greeks are permitted to uſe leavened 
\ "bread; this having always been the rite of 


their church, and being no where pro- 
hibited by the divine law. | 


The prac of the Church « to mix water 


8 with wine in the chalice, is grounded on 


r 
\__ -, repreſent 
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repreſent the water, which, together with. 


blood, ON OY GENE 0p 
ke: "gang 


7 "ANVp now to treat two points, for 
which the Catholic Church, is moſt ſeverely 


*handled by her opponents, and, which it 
is therefore neceſſary to diſcuſs. with par- 


ticular attention. The firſt is our cele- 
brating Maſs in Latin, a language which 
the generality of the faithful do not under - 


ſtand. Proteſtants contend with much 


earneſtneſs, that this practice is both pre- 


judicial to the people's devotion, and a 4 
direct violation of the injunction of St. 
Paul, 1 Cor. ch. xiv... But both theſe a. | 
fertions are entirely groundleſs; for, though 


the people do not underſtand the words 
which the prieſt utters, they have devotions 
adapted to the ſpirit of his words, and may 
accompany him through the whole ſervice, 
by means of the literal tranſlations. co 
tained in their prayer books. As to the 


above-mentioned paſſage * St. Paul, his 
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 4dmonition has no reference to the Liturgy 
of the chureh,; but to certain extemporary 
ſpeeches or ſupplications, which the Corin- 


Wy thians, abuſing the gift of tongues, made, 


through oſtentation, in languages unknown 
to their hearers, who had no interpreters 


d let them know the meaning. But 


Catholics are not deſtitute of an interpreter, 
which St. Paul principally inſiſts upon: 
and the ſpeeches they hear from the altar, 
or the pulpit, are always delivered in the 


vulgar Ridfuage: 


| The Church is Mduced by * mo⸗ 
tives to continue the uſe of the Latin lan- 
guage. Firſt, Becauſe this language ſur- 


paſſes all the modern idioms in preciſion, 


energy, and ſublimity of expreſſion; and is 


| | therefore better adapted to the ſolemnity of 


divine fervice. Secondly, Becauſe it has 
been uſed in the weſt from the firſt eſta- 
/ Bliſhmenit of Chriſtianity. - Thirdly, That 
there may be uhiformity in divine ſervice, 
N ſo that the cler- 
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gyman may offciate, and the layman may 3 
aſſiſt at Maſs, with as much eaſe and reliſh 
in the moſt diſtant countries, as at home. 
Fourthly, To avoid the inconvenience of 
changes and alterations, to nen 
made languages wee e in 


There is another point bw, ray 
which Proteſtants think to be very unrea-, : 
ſonably eſtabliſhed, viz. our not allowing 
the uſe of the Cup to the laity, nor to the © 
clergy, except when the latter have conſe- 8.5 25a 
crated the ſacrament at the altar. This is = 
doing them no injury, ſinde the body and 1 f 
blood of Chriſt are inſeparably united un. 1 
der each kind, which union our divines 3 
call' a concomitancy, and the idea expreſſed an 
by this war 18 grounded on TORO: 3 


St. Paul Chew: tt Ci e e 
dies no more; Rom. vi. Therefore, his 

living body, veiled under the ſacramental = 
ſpecies, muſt - confiſt of blood, and of 1.4, 
ee appertenanoe of liſe, and 
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impart. to the worthy receiver, che whole 
ſource of. grace, Chriſt himſelf. This was 
the perſuaſion of the Primitive Chriſtians, 
who, in times of perſecution, were permit- 
ted to tale home the ſacred ſpecies of bread, 
in order to ſtrengthen their weakneſs by 
private communion ; for the authenticity 


of which practice, we have the authority 
of Clement of Alexandria and of St. Cy- 


_ prian; and the latter in his treatiſe de lapfts, 


' frequently mentions the cuſtom which then 


prevailed, of adminiftering the euchariſt to 
children in the ſpecies of wine alone. The 
ſick alſo ſometimes received the ſole ſpe- 
cies of bread; for we are informed by 

Euſebius, that Serapion, feeling the ap- 
_ proach of death, communicated himſelf, by 


/ fwallowing a particle of the hoſt which he 
had previouſly dipped in water. Now as 


it would be both preſumptuous, and un- 
charitable, to tax the fathers of the firſt 
ages with irreligion, (a reproach which | 


the een of an imperfect Lacan) 


they would have merited by authorizing 
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ve may infer, that they underſtood the 
words of St. Matthew, drink ye all of this, 
not as an injunction laid on the whole 
body of the faithful, but on the apoſtles, 
and their ſucceſſors only: which inference 
is deduced from St. Mark, infortning 
GO be enjoined to ſhare of 
the cup, to wit, the apoſtles then preſent 
at table, who were on this occaſion made 
prieſts of the new law, and veſted with the 
power to do what Chriſt had done: ou 
"""—_ * n 


Having now, N hops given gude 
ii for the lawfulneſs of communion 
under one kind, let me briefly touch on 
the expediency of this point of dicipline, 
which was adopted: Firſt, To prevent 
caſual and involuntary profanations, by 
ſpilling any drops of the conſecrated wine, 
not eaſily to be avoided : among a multi- 
tude of communicants. Another reaſon 
was out of regard to the conſtitutions of 
= of the faithful, who are diſguſted at 
| 1 . the 
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ohe taſte and fell of vine; . 
deſerence to the apptchenſions of others, 
ho might fear catching ſome infec- 
dan, by drinking of that eulp, which 
tal geen mu ſhare wich them. A 


third motive is deduced from the dearneſs 
and ſcarcity of wine in ſeveral countries, 
and che difficulty of procuring (unadulte- 


rated) ſo large a quantity, as to ſerve the 


ba Fm com- 
munion was allowed to the Primitive 


en labouriag under the 


ſharp preſſures of perſecution. They had 
bed of it, in order to obtain the .ne- 
© eeffary graces, to bear up againſt the in- 
undation of evils that overwhelmed them. 


Upon che extirpation of idolatry, this 


| practice being no longer neceſſary, was 


prohibited; to which prohibition , a rea- 
cos exception was, ul in the . | 
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teenth age, in favour of an unfortunate 


queen ꝰ unjuſtly detained in a long cap- 


Per e l 4 


37 


may be diſpenſed with by the fame autho- 


| off 1565, granted che uſe of the cup in 


Germany,” in order to pave the way to a” 
reconeiliation of the new ſectaries with 


their mother church. The cuftom of ad- 


deen long fince abolihed. © 
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ment at London. under Elizabeth, obtained leave 
of Pope Pious V. to keep by her a conſecrated 


Hoff, which ſhe received not long before her * 


execution. ". See Hume*s TY of:Engtand. 


8 5 13 10 Having 


Chrissi kink an, with a in * 
finitely. ſurpaſſing that WTI» 


„ ee of receiving 
kind only, is an ecclefiaſtical precept, and 
rity chat enacted it. Thus, during the 


frting of the Council of Trent, Pope Paul 
HI. and after him Pious TV. by his brief 


riniſtering the ſacrament to children, has 4 
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Ae ther; d to the beſt of 

my power, the chief difficulties that may 

. be propoſed, relative to this adorable ſacri · 
fce, I ſhall conclude, by reminding my 


readers how important it is to be preſent 
. at this renewal of our Saviour's paſſion, 


Poſſibly acquire. The preparation conſiſts 
in {preſerving our minds recollected and 
= _ unruffled by paſſion; and our hearts free 
tom all affection to illicit objects. Enter- 
ing the chapel with theſe diſpoſitions, we 
are there to adore Chriſt in ſpirit and truth. 
In the more ſacred parts of the Maſs, we 
= - ſhould be more particularly, attentive to the 
1 exterior afion, and more careful to pre- 
* ſerve interior devotion; and, when we view 


7 


% the ſacred victim elevated before us, our 
| * mental faculties ſhould. be abſorpt in faith, 
1 humility, gratitude, repentance, and ſuch 
inlamed affefions of love, as would proba- 
bly have been excited" in us, had we ſeen 
dur Saviour on Mount Calvary bearing 
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HE Sacrament of Penance, was inſti- 


L  tuted by Chriſt, when he ſaid to his 
apoſtles, whoſe fins ye ſpall. forgive, they are 
forgiven, and whoſe ſins ye ſhall retain, they 
are retained, John xx. He had before de- 


his church, by promiſing the keys to Peter, 
Matt, xvi. and again, Matt... Xviii.; whet- 
ſeever. ye ſhall bind on earth; ſhall be hound 


in heaven, and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe en 


earth, ſpall be looſed in heaven. Here is 

a ſpiritual tribunal erected by Chriſt, in 

pf | which the apoſtles and their fuccefſars, ar 
conſtituted | arbitrators . and. Judges of all 


= 


„% ON CONFESSION. | 
matters of conſcience, with full power to 
looſe or to bind whatever guilt has been 
CY On Ip Wap 


| - Oils wire tine paige 

to contain nothing more than a commiſ- 

ſion given to the apoſtles to preach the 

word, and merely to announce to the peni- 

tent, the remiſſion of their fins, and to the 

5 nation. ' But the contrary may be proved 
1 from the metaphor of the keys, which are 
„unn matte; © nor given, to fignify that 
x door ts ſhut or opened, but really to 
= 8 In che next place, 
= bir how; by the delivery of keys, the 
= n by which they 
eee auchorized, not merely to promulge 
— 3 ſentence of the court, but to ifſve abſo- 
1. du orders, for che good of thoſe, vi 


N We 


4%, imply- much more chan e 
mann of conſtriction, - or of liberty, 
peſſing the very act of faſtening on, or 


looſing che criminal's bond; dbich is 


evinced ſtill more clearly-from- che autho- 
eur, lf fins ; ſince; to rata 
a refuſal to remit, and thus expreſ- 


Tee Wot for 


. W 


ho refuſes. 


LET As. 


ans Heal 3 
. 


the 
time he imparted this gift to Bis 


—— 
repreſented the power of 


God w aſo he beſtowed the ſame Siri, 


W bring the. 
property e denen 


manner 38 3 blaſt of wind 
pray ca 
. ee 2 cloud, the-priet's de 1 
S bee ons. lution © 


apoſtles. For, 28 our Saviour (Ads 40 


ſpeaking and proclaiming the. word of 


9 


_—_ ..- 


5 f Ix \, 
> F . _ mathe > ” 
of C * Fe Fr 1 R * by. 
- 
„ 9 : . - 
m IS 1 bu * 
\ * 6 
* - 
_ * + * 
4 N 
7 


oN CONFESSION. 


lution chaſes away. fin, and cauſes it to 
vaniſh, - But to attain this deſired end, it is 
neceſſary that the heart be totally reclaimed - 

from. paſt irregularities, for which we myſt 

| conceive an unlimitted and intenſe ſorrow, 
grounded on the love of God, who will 
It may be objected, that though prieſts 

be veſted with power to remit fin, we are 

not, on that account, obliged to have re- 

// courle to them; but, that thoſe ſinners who 
_ pleaſe} may make uſe of the miniſtry of 
the clergy to be cleatiſed from guilt, while 
others may attain the ſame end by different 


Pl 
- 

—— 

ö 94 
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Ae ee judge 2 ſinner's cauſe, wo . 
reſerred the ſame to the judgment of 
prieſts, ſo that no ſentence can be paſſed, 
but by their authority. Beſides, the church, 
in Which Chriſt has veſted the power of 
1 does abſolutely retain all thoſe | 
ORF; . - *_ offences 
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olfences which have not been remitted by 


our paſtors, A 
* than Ik. - 


10 procure the neceflary Adden, 
we muſt allow the prieſt to take previous 
cognizance of our guilt, For every act 
of judicature preſuppoſes a knowledge of 
the cauſe, ſo that in order to be enabled to 
releaſe, reprieve or condemn, with any 
form of juſtice, it is an indiſpenſable con 
dition, to be appriſed of the ſtate of the cri - 
minal. We muſt, therefore, open the nature 
and circumſtances of our guilt. by an hum- 
ble confeſſion, and it was in this form, and 
in, conſequence, of ſuch information,” that 
St. James, in his Catholic Epiſtle, recom- 

mend to the faithful, zo confeſs their fault, 
ch. v. 16. And we read in the Acts, chat 


St. Paul heared - confeſſions. - Mary uwe 


believed came, confeſſing. and declaring their 
deeds; which . paſſages are underſtood : by 
mn 
e | FE Fathers 
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9 ON con ssION. 
Fathets, in the ſenſe of ſacramental on- 


NE ceſſity of confeſſion, . c Let no man,” lays 


he, « ſay to himſelf, I confeſs ſecretly to 


„ 4 God, for if this ſuffice, 1 it 18 without cauſe 


cc that, the keys are given, to the church 
« of God, Thus we fruſtrate the goſpel, 


« we make void the words of Chriſt, and 


7 « yainly promiſe ourſelyes what he denies.” * 


1 


Aug. kb. L. bom. 49. 1 


St. Ball n e t e Sies 
in terms equally plain, ſignificant and in⸗ 


trütive: Obr\fins,” ſays he, e are to be 


_ « diſcovered to them, to whom is com- 
emitted the diſpenſing of the ſacred myſ- 


7 | tories of God; for we fee this form of 


* 


e their fins to John, and in the Acts that 


e penance primitiv ely practiſed, it. being 
ritten in the goſpel that they confeſſed | 


=_— confeſſed and-declared their n 
eee e 62M 


n | | Delis 


| de e 
church. Anne . teilt. 


St. Auguſtin clearly maintains the ne- 4 
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Beſides theſe and many other teſtimo- 
nies, which I could produce in favour of 
auricular confeſſion, -another weighty proof 
that this practice is of divine inſtitution, 
miſſion with which it has been received 
had this practice been a novelty impoſed 
on the belief of the faithful, we ſhould be 
able to fix ſome certain date for the in- 
ſtitution of it, poſterior to the times of. the 
apoſtles; and, in that caſe, we ſhould hear 
that a practice ſo unpleaſant to perverſe 
this principle, king Henry VIII. of Eng- 

land, in his Treatiſe on the Seven Sacraments, 
which he ſent to Pope Leo X. concludes, 

that this ſacrament muſt be of divine in- 
ſtitution, ſince it has never been diſpenſed 
with, even in favour of great princes and 
potentates, who tamely ſubmit their necks 
to ſo humiliating a yoke, and diſdain, not 
to-unfold to a prieſt the inmoſt. ſecrets of 
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their heart, and rhe moſt ſhameful diforders 
of thely foul. tf an 


«1h 8 * 80 up 
— o ſalutary an inſtitution, ſeem to 
have diveſted mankind of the moſt effec- 
For many evils, which could never be 
obviated by the authority of the civil law, 
find an eaſy remedy from the private in- 
_— of prieſts in matters of conſci- 

It is at their tribunal, that ill gotten 
od are reſtored; injuries are forgiven, 
reconciliation is effected, diſhoneſt con- 
tracts are diffolved, unlawful connections 
renounced, and many other falutary ends 
privatehy accompliſhed, for the removing 

of public ſcandal, and teſtoriug peace and 
: . eee TR e 
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| How great, 4 db dba * 
reſults to che perſons thermſelves who faith- | 
Kally comply with this duty! © Beſides ob: 
—— cath: " 8 
ceive 
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ceive counſel, inſtruction, and comfort, 
ſolving their doubts, and diſpelling their 
anxieties: they feel a peaceful ſerenity of 
mind, ſucceeding to a woful terror of 
od's judgments, and are encouraged to 
expect all future bleſſings from him, who 
has been ſo merciful as to reverſe the ſen- 
tence of condemnation, which had been 
paſſed "againſt! them, and to admit thin 
once more into the number of his ſervants. 
The very ame which” covers us at the 
time of colifeſſion, is 2 part of the s 
faction dve to God for our treſpaſſes, and . 
a bridle to reſtrain us from renewing them. itz 
In fine, by the ſmall confuſion- we ſuffer 
in the act of diſcloſing our conſciences to 
one of our fellow-ſervants, we are redeemed 
from that inexpreſſible confuſion, which 
we ſhould otherwiſe have to feel, before 
all men and angels, at the laſt, terrible 
day, which, according to the "apoſtle, 
1 Cor, ch. iv. will bring to light the bidden 
things of darkneſs, he wm ben Jt the 
Wo” of the hearts.” 
1 * 0 
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AE FUL of Gad i is poffſlea 'of e an 
infinite. treaſure of merit, being in- 
died to all the, good works of all che faints, 
beyond what were neceſſary for their own 
Juſtification; and even to the merits of our 
divine Saviour, which were ſufficient to 
redeem a thouſand worlds, and can never 
be exhauſted. Now, the atisfafory part 
of this uncxhauſted ſtock, is applied to the 
| releaſing, of that temporal puniſhment 

which remains due to ſin, after the guilt 
itſelf has been remitted by penance : and, 
that the church is poſſeſſed of power to 
apply theſe merits to the neceſſities of the 
faithful, is implied in theſe words of the 
apoſtles creed, the communion of ſaints: *- 
for, 


ON INDULGENCES. ter 
bor, in dus article we afe taught, that Al 
the falchful are rembers of the ſarhe 

body, and 'ebirimutlicate all good things to 
euch other; ſo that thoſe merits fich are 
ſuperfluous to one Particular juſt tan, 
may be extremely uſeful „ e. 8 to 
His felloew creature. epi N af 

itt zi e Mie 5 #15 * rats 

| How baby del Wie of ie chr 
tian, In being allowed” to partake of the 
precious: advititag png 0 -of 
church, fforn the challity of virgins,” thy 
holy zeal! of confeffors, the blood 15 
tyrs, the griefs of the” bleſſed * virgin, ho 
Hud no evil! td expiate; und the fuperubin- 
Gant valbe ef Chrit's fufferings, which by 
being bot to f6 may of the reprobare, 
e, 101 char reaſon, applied with preater 
Profufon, to cancel debts cbhtracted by 
the de&? Chriſtians ſhould Endeavour 
midſt punctuaiy to Bull the. ednititidtis 
requiſite to gain the" granted 
chem j ad in the firſt flat] (oth Vig: | 
 roufly endeavour to * their hearts | 
. N 3 from 


102 ON IN DULGENOEsG. 
from all. affection even to the leaſt venial 


3 fin, ſince the more nearly we arrive to this 
YL Point, the nearer is our proſpect of hav- | 
| ing heaven, opemedreo, us, by the. entire 
F diſcharge of our debt. 
e ra; TITLE 34 Far- 


Zy an indulgence of a ſtated number of 
Aays, or years, we underſtand the remiſ- 
wn, * the n haye in. 
1 enime, . „ 
nin their full force; Though. theſe canons | 
be ng longer in uſe, it is certain that a 
full fatisfaction is required by God, either 
F in this, or in the next liſe, and the end of 
| a. plenary, indulgence, is to complete this 
EF — fatixfattion; which end will be wholly ob- 
tained, if the diſpoſitions of the penitent 
1 be perſect, or partially, according to the 


greater. or leſſer degree of fervour in the 
| - - ſoul. But no indulgence can exempt the 
| . eee es feng 5" 
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penitential life ; this being a duty incum- 
of Chriſt, - 


* 759 
£ Fs « * 
* 6 * . : * 
* 4 
It would be a ſuperfluous caution, to 
int the Catholic 
acquaint reader, that an in- 
du a . cx « = * | | * ; A * — pe CE a 
and no pardon for ſins to come; every 
child having learned in his catechiſm our 
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ann 
lam as to its moſt eſſential points, have, 
notwithſtanding, by leſſer faults and negli- 
gences, or by omitting due ſatisfaction for 
greater ones, contracted a heavy debt to 
the divine juſtice, which muſt be cancelled 
in the next life. Men of this deſcription 
will, at length, ſee the face of God, and 
de happy with him for eternity; and in 
_ this we agree with our Proteſtant brethren ; 
but we differ from them, inaſmuch as they 
[jon that fuch perſons will be ad- - 


3 PURGATORY. ez 
paſſing through a ſtate of purgation. The 
Catholic opinion is proved from Rev. 


ch. Xxi. 27. we _ ved ans 
ee np nba | 


| The fine! may . bt 1s 
ſon, if we previouſly lay down the follow- 
ing principle, which is admitted” by the 
generality of Proteſtants as well as Catho- 
lics, viz. that God puniſhes thoſe who 
die in grievous fin,” with eternal pains. - 
For, on wifat account is this woful ſen- 
tence , pronounced by the divine yo | 
The chief reaſon we can affign, is 
following : that the malice 27 ak 
Pee aca. rot =7 

that nothing leſs than everlaſting 
re can be an ee ſatisfaction 
for it. 


Now, ir dhe divine juſtice require that 
ſuch ſins ſhould be | eternally | puniſhed, 
ber da na en; gn motive or our 


temporary 


de oN PURGATORY. 


teraporary....puniſhment:? Is not all fa 
puniſhed for this, reaſon, becauſe it is an 
alienation. of our hearts from God, our ſo- 


vereign good ? If, therefore, the heart that 
is far eſtranged from God, will be plunged 
into eternal miſery, without hope of relief, 
is, it nat reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that our 
. Infidelity: to the ſame Creator in a matter 
of leſs. moment, will be avenged by tran- 
ſitory puniſhments? The decrees of Pro- 
VIdence, are dictated by infinite wiſdom, 
which, chaſtizes, crimes, in order to prevent 
them. Therefore, as the apprehenſion. of 
incurring, an irreparable loſs, is a means to 
prevent the commiſſion of notorious, crimes, 


ſo, the. fear of. loſing the ſight, of God. far 


| fins of lader moment. 20 


WWW 
| venial from mortal fin, are extremely nice, 
and, ſometimes, almoſt imperceptible. To 


to be expoſed to a remote danger of falling 
Be ar n 


1 of ' 


4 time, is calculated for un e 


allow my ſenſes forne undue liberty, ſo as 


ON PURGATOBY. 4 
into evil; to be rather negligen 
carding a chought that has Benet, 
againſt religion, or morality; to make a 
ſmall exceſs againſt temperance; to ipeak 
lightly of my neighbour in points of little 
moment; all theſe are fins of their own 
nature venial: but, if T indulge my {eniſe 
in a liberty which dire#ly conduces to evil; 
if I dwell on this thought a little longer, 
and with wilful pleafure; if T paſs the 
bounds -of temperance a little further, or 
make free with my neighbour's character 
in a marter of greater weight; here is a grie- 


vous and deadly tranſgreſſion. Is it there- 
fore probable, that, though endleſs mi miſery 


be the conſequence of the latter ſins, the 
former, which approached them fo nearly, 
are not to be followed by any fort of 
puniſhment ? Suppoſing this to be the 
caſe; the number of fins, great as it is at 
preſent, would be multiplied ſtill more: 
for, as we ſhould 'be under a great un- 
certainty, at what degree of guilt puniſn- 
ment is to commence, the danger would 
be 


105 ON PURGATORY. 


be leſs; apprehended, and the worſt offen- 
dera might preſume, that their wickedneſs 
is not yet ſufficient to incur a penalty. To 
prevent ſo dangerous a preſumption, God 
- has proportioned the puniſhment to che 
: offence; { that the ſinner may be aſſured, 
een e of guile for which, be bat 


bn and by. eren e 
A 


wy : 
* * ? * «4 
. 31 g . 23» 
: ©” © * 5 Ll 1 


1 ch. ith, . 
work ſhall be burned, he ſhail ſuffer os : K 
Now, who are they whoſe works are burned? 
ſuch perſons, ſurely, whoſe merits are im- 
paired - and damaged by _ imperfections ; 
ſuch as have performed. meritorious. deeds 
with a mixture of evil, conſtructing, after 
St. Paul's metaphor, wood, hay and ſtubble, 

upon their good foundation. And theſe 

ſhall fuffer the greateſt of all loſſes, the loſs 
ol heaven for a ſtated time. But, they ſpall 
Ve ſaved, yet ſo as by fire. Or, in other 


"I they ſhall at lengrh poſſes God, " 
after 


4 * 
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after having been - previouſly” cleanſed, 


thod -appointed by God! or the church 


has not determined, meer 


niſhment mn 


Ph ”y 


The Catholic dodtrine concerning "_—_ 
gatory, has been uniformly the ſame, from 


the moſt ancient times to our - preſent 
age; which appears from the practice of 


offering up the holy ſacrifice for departed 


ſouls: a practice, which has been not only 
authorized, but ſtrongly recommended by 
Popes and CEcumenical Councils, eſpecially 
that of Trent, Seſſ. 25. where the deci- 
fions of the aſſembled Prelates are chiefly 
grounded on the ſecond book of Maccabees, 
ch. xi. which informs us, that the valiant 
Judas Maccabeus ſent twelve thouſand 
drachms of ſilver to the temple of Jeru- 
ſalem, to procure a ſacrifice of epiation 


eee eee 


countrymen ; thinking juſtly and religiouſly 


3 01 r efurreBion : = — — Wherefore, | 
nes AS 
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as che tent continues, if is an boly and 
wholeſome thought to pray for the dead that 


they may be loofed from their fins. It ap- 
pears from theſe lines, that che dead may 


2: have ſome ſins to expiate in the next life, 
the time of which expiation may be ſhort- 


ened by the prayers of the faithful; and 
this chimes ſo exactly with the doctrine I 
am treating, that Proteſtants, unable to 
elude the force of the words juſt cited, for 


_ this very reaſon refuſe to acknowledge the 


book of Maccabees to be canonical; and 


call it apocryphal, or of doubtful authority; 

mtmough St. Auguſtin, in Enchyr. ch. Xx. 
declares chat the ſouls of the faithful de- 

* parted are relieved by the piety of the 


< hving,” and that, the bock of Mac- 


 <cabees is received as canonical by the 
Catholic Church.” Accordingly, we read 

in his confeſſions, chat he procured Maſs to 
de offered up for the WN ae, 


is mother Manica. 


41 *» mY 


. Proceſtant brethren FS diſallow: I 
this doctrine, have, novvichſtanding, in 
their 
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their ritual, a ſet of prayers in behalf of the _—_ 

dead, and do earneſtly petition God, at - 
the time of performing the laſt rites, to 
admit the ſoul of the deceaſed into a place 
of peace and reſt. Now, if their opinion 
be conſiſtent with their practice, they can- - 
in a ſtate in which they ſtand in need of 
prayers; and this is what we underſtand 
by Purgatory. But ſuppoſe our inter- f 
ceſſion to be a charitable office at the time 1 
of burial, becauſe the ſoul may, perhaps, 
not be yet admitted into -the jeys of be 
Lord, it muſt be equally charitable, and 

' equally efficacious, to repeat ſuch ſupplica- 
tions, which the dead may ſtand in need - 

of for a conſiderable time, 1 
be fully ſatiefied for cheir tranſgreſſions 


We e Prrgatery ths ma = 
) _ infinitely greater than any that can be in- | 


ficted in this life; though the fouls de- 


tained there have much comfort and re- 
ke, eon knowing tha vey ae th row: 
| L2 1 - > miles. 


Fife. And, as" it may happen thar a foul 
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rites of God, and are deſtined to enjoy 
gradually diminiſhed, as they draw to a 
concluſion; ſo that the fufferings of one 
| who is on the point of 
are very inconſiderable, and by no means 
equal to the moſt intenſe afflictions of this 


be diſengaged from the body, carrying 
with it no other debt due to the divine 
but that of one idle word, the 
adequate to fuch a fault, muſt 
de light, and of ſhort duration. See bene 
ul Bede; lib. V. hiſt, ch. 13. where he 
ſpeaks of ſome who were detained in plea- 
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\HE Church has declared, by * . 
-repreſentatives in the Council of 
Tick; « that the ſaints, who reign with 

_ © Jeſus Chriſt, offer up their prayers to 

« God for men; that it is good and pro- 

«'fitable to, invoke them after an humble 
« manner, and to have recourſe to their 
c projets,” aid and aſſiſtance, to obtain of OO 

« God his favours, through our -Lord "MY 

Jeſus Chriſt his ſon.” No part of this 

clear expoſition of our doctrine can be 

ſo ſtrained, as to ſignify that divine bongurs 2 

. which 1 
ſome perſons, miſinterpreting the ſaid pra. 

_ tick, have foiſted on the Catholic Church. 

L 3 IT The 


1 ON THE INVOCATION 
The truth is, that we pray to the bleſſed 
Virgin Mary, the of ſaints; to che 
| apoſtles, and all ochers in the heavenly 
court, in order to obtain their interceſſion | 
for us, as St. Paul aſked this favour of 


| the Theſſalonians, Ep. i. 5. For if it 


be #wholeſome practice to requeſt the 
prayers of the living, can it be unlawful 
to addreſs our friends for their interceſſion 
in our behalf, when they are in a ſtate of 
bliſc, where their charity is more perſſt, 
their intereſt with almighty God is greater, | 
and conſequently c our preſumption of ſucceſs 
zs better grounded ? We muſt either con- 
demn the apoſtle, or we muſt allow, that 
F eee e but 
laudable. If any one be of a contfary opi- 
nion, his oppoſition to our doctrine muſt 
reſt, on this principle: that the reſpect 
given to the Saints is an encroachment. on 
the divine prerogative ; but this it ce 
is not, becauſe all we profeſs thereby muſt 
be conſidered under theſe two heads. 
. That our l 
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in his Fahy the three ghildren did: in 
che Babylonian furnace, Dan. ch. iii. where 


all creatures ſpiritual, and corpoteal,.. ra. 


tional and irrational, and even the inani- 
mate part of the ereation, are. ſummoned 
to rehearſe, the glory of their Maker. It 


muſt therefore. be ill Wore laudable- to 


glorify God in the wonderful operations 
ol his grace, which the Church does in her | 
ſervice of the Saints, where all is ultimately 
referred to God, as the author, cauſe; and 

e eee e 6:4 


Naher can our ſecond motive for ad- 
dreſſing the faints be reprehenfible, ſince 
we do not look upon them as the beſtowers 
of the bleſſings we may be in want of, 
no more than St. Paul thought that the 
Theſſalonians could help him by their 


own power; but, as the apoſtle knew that 


the interceſſion of the faithful might be 
benefigial to him, ſo we are convinced 
that the ſaints. and angels may be ſervice- 
. W 


— 
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do intercede for us, from Zachary, ch. i. 
ver. 18. Where the angel prays thus : 
. -O: Hale "bots, bow long wilt thou not | 
bave meſty on Jeriſalem, aud bn "the ities 
Judah, againſt which thou baft bad in-. 
- dignation vheſe threeſcore and ten years? We 
1 are likewiſe certain, that he prayers of the 
juſt are efficacibus, from Job, cli. xlii. mid- 
die of ver. 8. where God hirnſelf orders 
8 two men, who had incurred his wrath; to 
= the interceſſion of his ſervant. "Got 
| my ſervant Jus, and ger up for yourſ 
= a burnt-offering ; and my ſervant Job ſhall 
W- pray for you : for bim will I accept. And 
leſt we ſhould think that the ſaints are re- 
gardleſs of our petitions, Chriſt tells us, 
chat #bere ds jayi in the proſente f the ungel. 
| of God over 8. jor that Pepents,” Luke 
A. 10. n It eat Ah iy 
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"ali Martyr : « Intercede for your coun- 
« try with our common Lord and King. 


St, Auguſtin a « that it is an injury 
« done to a martyr to pray for him, to 
< whoſe prayers we ought to commend 
« ourſelves. Sermon 159 de verb. Apoſt. 
The ſame holy doctor, in his confeſſions, 
emphatically implores the aid of the 
ſed Virgin Mary. Immacalate 1 
« mother of God, vouchſafe to intercede 
« forme to him in heaven, whoſe living tem. 

«ple you was: made worthy to be on earth. 


51. 


> Relying: iow! on ſuch unexceptionable 
authorities, let us be aſſiduous votaries' of 
this bleſſed mother of God, who: is ſape- 
rior to every other creature, and is with- 
out her equal. Let us honour; und in- 
voke the other Saints, and the Angels, who 
fought . great battles, and came off victo- 
rious ; that they may prevail on the Lord 
to ſtrengthen us in our prefent conflifts} 
and, hereafter, to *. us the” reward 
R ena G 9 
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Y Relicks, I underſtand the bones anc 
F aſhes of Saints, which the Primitive 
_ Olriſtians always collected with care, and 
hondured with a veneration directed to the 
Saints themſelves, and ultimately termi- 


nating in God Almighty, the author of 


mitive Church, may be evinced from the 
moſt ancient records of C ty; and 
the reaſonableneſs. of it cannot be dif- 

eee 
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raiſed to life, by being placed near the 

bones of the prophet Eliſha. We alſo 
read, Acts xix. that - handkerchiefs and 
aprons which had touched the body of St. 


Paul, were operative of divers cures | 


among the ſick, and of expulſions of the 


evil ſpirit from the bodies of poſſeſſed per- 


ſons. The rumour of theſe wonders had 
reached the moſt diſtant . countries, when, 
at the time of the martyrdom of St. Peter 
and Paul, as St. Gregory Pope writes, 
lib, III. epiſt. 30. ſome of the faithful 
came from the eaſt to demand. the Relicks 
of thoſe Saints, as being their countrymen; 
but having conveyed. them to the diſtance 

of two miles from Rome, their further 


progreſs was miraculouſly impeded by an 


inviſible power; ſo that, finding it impoſ- 
ſible to proceed on their journey with the 
treaſure they were exporting, they returned 
the remains of the apoſtles to the Chriſ- 
tians of Rome, who buried them in the 
now from whence they were tranſ- 
ferred to. We er 1 ſtill re- 
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We are informed by Euſebius, a cele- 
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brated writer of Chyrch-Hiſtory, lib. IV. 
ch. 15. chat, upon the martyrdom of St. 


Polycarp, Biſhop of Smyrna, who ſuffered 
about a hundred years after St. Peter, 


8 the Chriſtians of that city were very earneſt 


in collecting the remains of their holy 


Prelate, "which they looked upon to be 


More precious than gold or jewels. Nor 
were the inhabitants of Smyrna particular 


in their opinion, that veneration is due to 
che Relicks of Saints, ſince thoſe of St. Ig- 


natius of Antioch were honoured with a 
fiinifar reſpect by the people of that metro 
polis; and the whole Primitive Church 
was Jo unanimous in this opinion, that 
when Vigilartius, in tlie fourth century, 
prefamed w decry the holy practice, his 
opinion was received with the utmoſt 
abhorrence, Witneſs St. Jerom cont. 

The devils,” ſays he, « with 
cc ich Vigilantius i is poſſeſſed, roar at the 
e Relicks, and confeſs they cannot bear the 


« preſence of the martyrs. All the Biſhops | 


ce in the * are againſt him.” 5 


1 


We 
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We preſerve the doctrine chat has been 
delivered down to us by ſuch good autho- 


rities, paying a religious veneration to 
| thoſe bodies which were once the living 


temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and in which 


God takes ſuch a ſingular complacency, 


_ that he will, at the reſurrection, rejoin them 
to the ſouls of the bleſſed, and make them 


copartners in glory. But we give no Ho- 


nour to ſuch Relicks as are not well atteſted 
to have belonged to the Saint to whom 
they are affigned ; and our homage of 
well atteſted Relics is not confined to them 
in themſelves, but is referred to the bleſ- 


ſed in heaven, and ultimately centers in 


g 3 ' \ 
the great creator of them; and of us. - 
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HE Council of Trent teaches, that 
ec the images of Chriſt, of the bleſ- 
4 


« ed, Virgin Mary, and the other Saints 

« are to be retained in churches, and thay I 

7 2 hoaour and vexertion ito be pai * 

1 « there 3 12 = divinity. 5 kia 41 OY 
1 that we are to pray to them, or to put 

—_ | —  « our confidence. in them, as the Gentiles 

= - « did; but becauſe the honour given them 

# cc jg referred to the originals | which er 

6 450 VAR.” ; : : | \ 
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rue dodtineexpreſled in de foregoing. 


N words, had, before, been beg in the 
ſeventh 


oN CRUCIFIXES, & 3 | 
ſeventh General Council, or the ſecond of 
Nice, and was approved of by God him- 


ſelf, Exod. xxv. where he commands che- 


rubs of beaten gold to be placed over che 
and whatever was placed there, could not 
fail to be an object of the people's vene- 
ration. Hence I infer, that the relative 
honour we pay to holy pictures, cannot be 
offenſive to the divine Majeſty; and that 
this practice is of long ſtanding in the 
Catholic Church, can be proved, firſt 
from St. Chryſoſtom in Lit. The prief, 

ſays he, Bes before the image of  Chrift. 
. Secondly, from St. Gregory, lib. VII. 
epiſt. 5. where, ſpeaking of a crucifix, and 
a picture of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, 
which had been placed in a ſynagogue of 

the Jews, he orders them to be taken 
from thence with dre veneration. OLE 


be fake ce has from time to 
time, been confirmed by miracles, which 


God was pleaſed to work in defence of 
" 7 ap M 2 | 
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38 le h nge and from 
theſe I will een -or. evo for "the 
 edification of * readers. „e 

* 

The firſt, 88 whe Hci Cocbeats 
who, in his Byzantine Hiſtory, relates, 
that John Damaſcenus, a favourite of 
the king of the Saracens, being apparently 
convicted of treafon, by means of a 
fictitious letter, in which his handwriting 
had been forged to expreſs a criminal 


= _ correſpondence with the Enemy, was pu- 


niſbed by-the amputation of his right hand, 
Which was ſuppoſed to be guilty; when, be- 
ing more grieved for the wound inflicted 
on his character, than for the mutilation 
of his body, he fell proſtrate before a ſtatue 
"of our bleſſed Lady, requeſting, | with a 
flood of tears, that his hand and loſt repu- 
tation might be reſtored, by her inter- 
ceſlion. The mother of God was pleaſed 


* to take pity on him, and, upon awaking 


from a found ſleep which had ſtolen on 
bis. wearied * he beholds, with f 
an 


HOLY PICTURES, de. 126 


an egal ſenſe of aſtoniſhinent and grati 

Aa refered, nothing of the 2 | 
remaining, but an inconſiderable RIOT in 
ane enen 


Ade e eee | 
doctrine, is alſo related by Cedrenus. vin 
che year 823 Sabbatius, a prince of th 

imperial family of Conſtantinople, hav- 
ving loft the-uſe of his ſpeech, recovered = 

the ſame by the interceſſion of St. Gregory = 
Nazianzen, at the foot of whoſe ſtatue he 
had long perſevered in fervent prayer. 
Each of theſe miracles cauſed many of 


= the Iconoclaſts to abjure their erroneous 


TR IT OT A ney 
images. 


Suppoſing it then to be utketendy 
manifeſt, that our practice is not offenſive - 
to the Almighty, let me now touch on 
tze advantages that reſult to a Chriſtian 

Ne e 


dy” viour 
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viour or. his Er ages, which are uſeful; 
Fuſt, By i us, as more may 
ſometimes be from a picture than 
r | Secondly; Becauſe they are 
incentives to devotion, and conduce to in- 
creaſe dur love of God and of his Saints, 
as we behold with pleaſure, the picture of 
an abſent friend, and feel, from the fight 
of it, a renewal of our affection. Thirdly, 
| Becauſe, the repreſentation reminds us of 
ſome ſtriking virtue, for our. imitation. 
- Fourthly, - By our reverence to a holy 
Picture, we make a tacit profeſſion of our 


in the belief, doctrine, and piety of the 
Saints: and that we deteſt impiety and 
 xdolatry, over which 225 8 
8 | 
We are na by St. Paul, to 
make an exterior reverence at the hear- 
ing of the name of Jeſus. 1s the. name 
DN knee ſhall bow, Philip. . 


 _ name ſtrikes the cars with a ſimilar | 
worth _ 


faith ;*manifeſting the ſatisfaction we take 


HOLY PICTURES, Se. ta 


2 that which enters our ſouls | 
by the organ of ſight, when we view 
a crucifix, viz. a grateful remembrance of | 
the paſſion of our Lord: and it is to enter. 
tain ſuch ſentiments, that we ſign our- 
ſelves with the ſign of the croſs,” a) moſt 
ancient practice, expreſſed in the Apoca- 

lypſe ch. xiv. Having bis name,” and the 
* bis FO ritter on Rn 
S — 
| ſign of ce and St. 3 


% 


ahn be, thar tbe fn of God may be ober 
fe, lib. IV. epiſt. 6. This ſign has ffe- 
quently baffled the power of the devils, 
by diſſolving enchantments, and cauſing 
ſpectres to vaniſh. See Epiphanius, Hereſ. 
30. and Nazianzen Or. 1. cont. Julian. 


The chief difficulty between Catholes 


and Proteſtants reſpecting holy images, 
ſeems to originate from the different ſenſes 


i If a Proteſtant aſk the 
G Rarity * 


query admits of two ſenſes. In the higheſt 
| ſienſe, it expreſſes divine bononrs, which we 


da not pay to any image, nor even to the 


honour Prateſtants do not refuſe to the 
5 Bible, to che communion table, and to the 

 fymbols of bread and wine: and this is 
/byi Catholics 
 — everything elle chat is 
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RELIGIOUS ORD ERS. 

a Religious Order, I underſtand a 
ſociety of men united together for 
cher greater perfection, under one or more 
ſuperiours, to whom they vow obedience, © 
and; moreover. engage to perſevere in vo. 


luntary poverty, and. e chat, ” 
death. TY W 


That theſe vows are r eee to 684 
is made to appear, from Chriſt's ſpecial 
approbation of the virtues they expreſs. 
He adviſes poverty, Matt. xix. F thou wilt 


be perfett, go, and ſell all thou haſt, and 
give to the poor, and thou ſhalt have à trea- 

fure in heaven. He approves. of chaſtity, 
Matt. xix. There be- eunuchs which: have 
n N made 


* 


* 
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r Here, being affaulted' _ 


* 


made themſelves ennuchs for the kingdom of 
heaven's fake ; be that is able to receive it, 


let bim receive it. He recommends obedi- 
ence, Matt. xvi. If any man will come after 
nme, let bim deny himſelf , which is done 
| all parkeſtly. by Ghjedting Gur on will 
in all things, to the will of a ſuperiour, 
placed over us by God. There is, in the 
Catholic Church, a multitude of perſons 
ol both ſexes, who adhere to this rule, in 
many different focieties guided all by the 


fame ſpirit. - „„ 


mort account of thoſe orders that” have 
e refdent in this kingdom. 


„ eee Be NE the Order 
el St. Bennet, inſtituted towards the be- 
Sinning of the ſinch century. The founder | 


+" was of noble extraction, and made an 
early ſacrifice of his rank and opulence, by 


retiring into a defart, in order to gain the 
neceſſary helps to lead a life of innocence 


A he 
| blunted 


\ 
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blunced chem by che armour of voluntary 
pain; and by reſiſting, even unto blood, at 
che firſt conflict, he obtained a total exemp- 
tion ever after from unclean ſuggeſtions. 
The report of his ſanctity was ſoon ſpread 
among the people, and many wiſhing to 
confecrate themſelves to God under his 
them, the chief of which: (ans: ako 
Monte-Caſſino in the kingdom oi Naples. 
The rule which St. Bennet delivered to 
his diſciples, was of the contemplative 
kind ; their obligation conſiſting wholly in | 
prayer, and manual labour. Bur the 
Monks of this order, who, are ſent into 
England, perform all the active functions 
of miſſioners. The | congregation of St. 
Maur at Paris is a branch of the Benedic- 
tines, who, by their learned inquiries, hae 
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in 1206 by St. Franeis, a native of Aſſiſi, 

in the eccleſiaſtical ſtate. This faint made 
profeflion of the ſtricteſt evangelical po- 
verty, obliging his diſciples to renounce 
all property, and to truſt to the voluntary 
oblations of the faithful for their ſupport. 
The Friars of different denominations are 
extremely. numerous, having not leſs than 
ſeven thouſand monaſteries for men, and 
nine hundred for women. They lead an 
| active and laborious life, affording much 
3 to che curates, whom aa eaſe of 
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1 The Dominican Order was inttitoted ü in 
1 1216, by St. Dominic, a native of Spain, 
$ who having preached with ſucceſs againſt 
che errots of the. Albigenſes, aſſociated to 
"= himſelf a few followers, whom he called 
x Friars. Preachers, and framed an inftiture 
= | for them, which was approved of by Pope 

Innocent III. This order produced the 
learned St. T homas Aquinas. The maſter 
of che Pope's palace at Rome, and the 
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preſident of the office of Inquiſition, are 
always appointed from IN you mn: 
ol . Dominic. pe 

The Cb A Sagas mY 
Europe from the Holy Land, in the fifth = 
century. The Archives of this order de. 
clare, that the prophet Elias was their foun- „ 
der; but, as their ſuceeſſiom from ſo remote 
a period cannot be particularized, Dy Thall” Y 
ſay nothing more of the ancientCarmelites, 
but will only obſerve that the other ſociety ß, 
of them, called the Diſcalced or Bare-foored/ | 7} 
was reformed by St. . Tereſa in the year "I 
1562. This inſtitute was peng 
pagated during the Saint's Hife. The men 
and women that profeſs it, lead an auſtere 
and penitential life, and, in their own _ 
mae anne fleſn. 4 


1 n aer e hens. bl concerning 
the fociety of Jeſus, which flouriſhed win 
_ diſtinguiſhed luſtre for above two hundred 

and; wy years, but has. been ſuppreſſed —- 9 
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theſe fifteen years paſt, throughout the 
greater part of Chriſtendom. This ſociety 
ſtill exiſts in the empire of Ruſlia, under 
the protection of the great Catharine II. 
But my propoſal was ſolely to give a ſhort 


| / 


account of thoſe religious orders, that have 
8 
n nlghon 
orders do perfectly agree with each other, 
reſpecting all articles of faith; acknow- 
ledging the ſame Church - Authority, and 
uniſormly tending to the ſame end, viz. 
the honour of God, and their neighbour's 
ſalvation, by a variety of rules and exer- 
eee eee 
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HE true Church of God is like a 
ſun, diffuſing on all ſides the cleareſt | 
rays of light, by which ir may eaſily be 
diſcerned. © For it has ſeveral peculiar 
marks, or * tokens, diſtinguiſhing it from 
the falſe religion of the Pagans,” Jews, 
Mahometans, and the new Chriſtian Sec- 
taries : ſo that wherever the faithful diſ- 
cover theſe external ſigns, they may rea- 
ſonably conclude, that the church which 
ſhews them, has a claim to their belief 
and homage. Cardinal Bellarmin propoſes 
— marks, which are reducible to the 

7 following. 


6 ON THE MARKS OF TR 
following four > That the true church is 
| One, Heh, Cath and ee, 


| "The firſt of theſe marks is 8 
fd expreſſed in Scripture, which calls the 
Church one. body, one, ſpouſe, one fold. 

And, indeed, there is, in the Church of 

Rome, a perfect union of the members 

with their head, and with each other. I 

have already ſpoken of the authority exer- 

ciſed by the Roman Pontiff over all the 
- ſubjeds of the Church, and of the anal 
ſign, which all pay to him. Being now to 
. treat on the union of the been. 
cdzhemſelyes, it is proper to premiſe: that 
Concord is a ſign of the kingdom of God, 
which will ſtand for ever; whereas diſcord 
denotes the kingdom of the Devil, which 
muſt finally be overturned. Hence we 
; read in St. Matthew, ch. xii, Every kingdom 
Aided againſt itſelf ſhall be deſolated.” And 

St, Auguſtin, in his city of God, lib. X. 


writes, that it was the intention of Satan, 


ene, 
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and as violent diſſentions in the Church of 
God, as there were in tlie ſchools of philo- 
ſophers: that as the various ſects of the 
latter periſhed at length by their diviſions, 
ſo the Church 4s: Chriſt might” EU ORD 
the Ke cron e 
„Ae bee tie Gem hi; 
Holy Scripture are perfectly concordant a 
to each other; and the fame may be ſaid 
of the decrees of Popes and lawful coun- 
perſons, at different times and occaſions, 
and againſt different and oppoſite” hereſies, 
article of faith; than which nothing can be 
a more maniſeſt ſign of one and the ſame 
Holy Ghoſt, conſtantly inſpiring tlie deci- 
ſions of the Church; whoſe members, 
though diſperſed in ſuch diſtant regions, 
are utter ſtrangers to the leaſt” difference 
reſpecting any one article of our belief, 
Pu w. _ ee accu. 
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Church. For, as to Paganiſm, its looſe 


"| - 


This union never ſubſiſted in any other 
religious ſociety, but that of the Catholic 


a multiplicity of different ſects, as there 
were ſuppoſed to be different Gods; whom 


their votaries ſometimes repreſented pure 


. and. perfect, at others, debaſed with weak- 
neſs and profligacy, and frequently acting 
in oppoſition] to each other. The ſame 
want of union was apparent in the hereſies 
ꝶ6.V§3öẽ rr 

in particular, according to St. Auguſtin, 
© 1. on baptiſm, ch. 6. was torn in 
ee eee eee 
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e ee was en ae 
eee 
of the Anabaptiſts, Conſeſſioniſts, and 
| Sacramentarians ; and the Church of Eng- 
- land contains, at this day, within her bo- 
on; as many different religions as dhe 
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ture with ſuperiour {kill' to thoſe who went 
before them. They are at variance with - 
each other, even reſpecting the points of 
faith which they teach to children. For, 1 
teſtants, who, when mention was made 
of che ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
were of opinion, that the words verily and 
indeed received, aue 58 n from 
their catechiſms. | 


8 n 


The Gas eee 
is the holineſs of her doctrine, confirmed 

by miracles.” For the Church of God is 
taught and practiſed by her members ; and 

belief. Our religion bears this mark: Firit, 
By the doctrine ſhe teaches, and the duties 
practiſed by her ſons, which contain the 
"rw of 2 viz. 1 7 


— 
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| - ſelf denial; which numberleſs ſaints have 

2 obſerve ; whereas the Proteſtant ſects are 

Secondly, God has put his ſeal to this mark, 

by well atteſted miracles. But, ſhould an 

one deny, that our claim to miraculous 

powers is well grounded, I refer him to 

__ the late Aer Alban Butler's Lives of 

Wh ues wad in a ogy | 
eee, ae 6s. | 


111 
©. Ti 511 


M jg ene een 
2 a maintain that miraculous powers have long 
ſince ceaſed but their allegation is directiy 
contrary to the accounts tranſmitted to us 


by che Holy Fathers, and in the ancient 
5 hiſtories of our own nation, and ſeems to , 
be grounded on a conſciouſneſs of their 
on deficiency, as they can put in no pre- 5 
| tenſions to any wonder worked by God in 
4 


TRUE CHURCH: - 
favour of their doctrine. The enn d 
convinced, that God is ſtill as communica- 
tive of theſe favours as he ever was, accord- 
ee, de gan te, gc) | 
hn 


e | 
| Catholicity, on which St. Auguſtin laid ſa 
great a ſtreſs, that, in his book againſt the 
Manichees, he writes thus, The vey name 
of Catholic holds me. By this appellation, 


we-updetftand, that the Church of Chriſt | 


is univerſal, both as to time, and place: 

The univerſality of time is promiſed by - 
Chriſt, Matt. laſt chapter: I am with.you 

always even unto the: end of the word. Fhe 
univerſality of Place, is foretold Pſalm ii. 
where it is written af the kingdom of 
Chriſt: I will give. thee the nations for thine” 
inberitance, and ende pant 505 the 


A Wi 10 Catholic: Church 2 
. 5 
4 | n Epoch f 


| * n, ee I 


A - * E bY 
8 V * * © 3 ** * 
* * * 
* * » 1 * 
1 


— 


| 142 ON THE MARKS OF THE 

Epoch. of its foundation by Chriſt to our 
days; and though the modern ſectaries 
maintain that our religion had ſuffered 


ſome changes previous to the reformation, 
they are unable to particularize, in what 
 . theſe changes conſiſted; ſo that the impu- 
tation they would caſt upon us, muſt na- 
hcl waters marvel fx 


* Beſides, it is certain that bebte Lu- 
ther's time, the world knew no other 
religious perſuaſions but the following: 
Paganiſm, Judaiſm, Mahometaniſm ; the 
ſchiſm - of the Greeks, Neſtorians, and 
Eutychians; the opinions of the Huſſites, 
and the Church of Rome. But as our 
adverſaries will allow, that the true faith 
did not exiſt amongſt any of the above 
1 mentioned ſects, it neceſſarily follows 
tat it was centered in the Church of 
Rome; unleſs we are to ſuppoſe, that 
chere was not a true and viſible church in 
' the world at that time: a ſuppoſition + 


_—_ oppoſite to our Saviour's promiſes. P 
. The 


3 rar CHURCH. nd. © 
The Church's univerſality in refyet of 
place, mult be underſtood in a limited 
ſenſe, For there never was à time, 
wherein her communion was ſo univerſally 
received by the Whole world, but that 
many nations were out of it. To make 
good this mark of truth, we need only 


ſhew that our faith has been ſucceſſively . 


preached in all nations, and has every 
where been embraced by many; and that 
it either now exiſts, or has exiſted, in the 
greater part of the habitable earth, This, 
| 1 apprehend, it will not be difficult to 
prove. For in the times of the Apoſtles, 
the faith began to fructify in the whole 
world; according to St. Paul, Col. i. the 
ſame is teſtified by the Holy Fathers of 
the third and fourth ages: and, towards 
the end of the ſixth and the beginning of 


the ſeventh century, St. Gregory the Great, 
Pope, was in communion with the known 
world; as may be proved from his letters 

to the Biſhops. of the Eaſt, of Africa, 
Spain, France, England, and Sicily. Our 


church 
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church maintained this extent of dominion, 
till the riſe of the Mahometan Newer, 
which was permitted by Providence, in 
puniſhment of the firs of + Chriſtians, to 
Re ee ee 
| heart of. the PLIES if? theſe. adde, 
there ſtill remained. a multitude of the 
faithful : and though the orthodox faith 
| was haniſhed from the Northern kingdoms 
hy the | eſtabliſhment of the reformation, 
| ſhe has been ſince announced to many bar- 
bvhbere abe moſt extenſive ſpiritual conqueſts 
have been made: ſo that our religion is, 
at this time, prtdominant in a great part 
df Eutope, and is adopted by a multitude 
af nations in the other quarters of the 
world; winch: 1 propoſe to ſhew in a ſepa- 


os} The Church of England i nee 
'* the domino of his 3 


i } 
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She cannot be ſtyled the Church of all na- 
tions, ſince a little more than two hundred 
years ago, ſhe was not the Church of any 
one nation in the world. Her faith con- 
tained in the thirty- nine articles; has never 
been preached in France, Italy, Spain, 
Greece, or any other nation under the ſun, 
chat is not ſubject to Great Britain. Even 


in England, there is not one conſiderable wy 
city, the inhabitants of which are univer--  - 


ſally attached to the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
And, though the whole Proteſtant body 


of different denominations, is pretty nu. 
merous in the North of Europe, they - 1 


derive no argument from their numbers 
againſt us, by reaſon that they are ſplit 
into a variety of ſects, all which are as 
much at variance with each other, 2 
nenen, . - 


Our G0 W is 1 by * 
word apoſtolical, which denotes a perpetual. 
ſucceſſion of Popes, Biſhops, and Paſtors, 
tranſmitted to us from the Apoſtles. This 
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argument is frequently uſed by the ancient 
Fathers in defence of the true Church. 
Irenæus, lib. III. ch. 3. enumerates the 
Roman Pontiffs from Peter to Eleutherius, 
' who filled the chair in the Year: 180, and 
] ſays, that this ſucceſſion is ſufficient- to 
confound all heretics. The ſame argument 


is uſed by Optatus, in his book againſt 
Parmenian, where, aſter naming all the 
Popes that had maintained the Catholic 
doctrine, to the Pontificate of Syricius who 

ſat in 38 5, he concludes, that the Dona- 
tiſts are not members of the true Cterch; 
from their inability to ſhew a ſimilar ſue- 


©  cefflon+: and St. Auguſtin defends” the 


ene the lame ground. 


oh e if the ieee 


tolical ſucceſſion of the three or four firſt 
ages, to be an irrefragable argument in 
favour of the Catholic faith, with: how 
much more reaſon may we allege the un- 
interrupted ſucceſſion of above two hundred 
and Aga * during eighteen ages? 

34 5 * 
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eſpecially, as the temporal government of 
Rome has ſuffered ſych frequent changes, 
being ſometimes ſwayed by the Emperors, 
at others by the Gothic Kings, the Ex- 

archs of the Greeks, and Conſuls choſen . 
by the people; and though the city of 
Rome has been frequently ranſacked and 
pillaged, St. Peter's See could never be 
overturned, but has ſtood immoveable in 
in the midſt of wrecks and ruins. 


It may be ſaid in favour of the other Ca- 
tholic biſhopricks, that they were either 
inſtituted by the Apoſtles, or by their 
ſucceſſors, and are filled by Prelates, who 
univerſally derive their doctrine and miſſion 
from ſuch great anceftors. The Engliſh 
Proteſtant Clergy can lay no claim to anci- 
ent ſucceſſion, but by the Church of Rome, 
and, being unable to prove a lineal deſcent 
from the Apoſtles by Prelates who main- 
tained the - thirty-nine articles, muſt re- 
nouhce all pretenſions to the title of 
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1 HAVE now to point out the local 


extent of the Catholic Faith. Begin- 
ning, therefore, with Europe, the moſt po- 


{ liſhed quarter of the globe, I will obſerve, 


that the religion ion of Rome is the only one 
profeſſed | in the | extenſive countries of 


| Italy, France, Spain and Portugal. It is 


predominant in Flanders, Brabant, Lux- 


Ra embourg, and Limbourg : in the greater 


part of Germany, Poland, Bohemia, Sile- 


ſia, Hungary, Dalmatia: in ſeven of the 


Swiſs Cantons, and in che ſtates that are 5 
, allied to thoſe data F 


10 
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In Holland, where the Preſbyterian Re- 
ligion is eſtabliſned by law, one quarter 
of the inhabitants adhere to the Church 
of Rome, which has likewiſe a conſider- 


able number of followers in the Ruſſian 


and Pruſſian territories, and in European 
Turkey, eſpecially, in che iſlands of the 
ne 


ee nde contalas ben tor Curkalics | 
proportionably to the number of its in- 
habitants: but above two thirds of the 
kingdom of Ireland are of that perſuaſion: 
and, if we take a view of all the dominions - 
belonging to King George III. we ſhall 
millions of Catholic ſubjectss. 
| Caſting our eyes upon Aſia, the part in 
which Chrift choſe to operate the chief 
myſteries of our religion, we behold on. all 


which was once univerſally profeſſed b - 


the civilized nations 4 aut continent. 
| "IF 0 3 8 ITY For, 


„ 
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For, to begin with Natolia, one of the 
| Turkiſh provinces, there are ſeveral: Ca- 
Xx  tholic families in the flouriſhing city of 
= Smyrna, with three churches appropriated 
to their worſhip. In Georgia, a province 
lying between the Euxine and Cafpian ſea, 
the towns of Tefflis and Savatopoli, have 
each a Catholic Convent of Friars, who, 
from time to time gain over proſelytes. In 
Syria, the whole nation of the Maronites 
are zealous Catholics ; and the holy ſepul- 
- chre of our Saviour at Jeruſalem, is in 
poſſeſſion of French, Italian, and Spaniſn 
Friars, aided and protected by their reſpec- 
tive ſovereigns; which religious men, - af- 
$o l ee eee 


* 


_ Ane beer mates are a 
=: | Schiſmaticks, there is an ame ww 
bas under his juriſdiction about eight thou- 
fand ſouls, extremely attached to the ortho- 
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| dox faith. The province of Diarbeck, 


_ 


the Engliſh, Goa to the Portugueſe, and 
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and Ninive, contains a conſiderable num- 
ber of Chaldeans, the deſcendants of thoſe 
forefathers, were received into the Church 
by Pope Innocent XI. about the year 1680. 
In the great city of Iſpahan, the capital 
of Perſia, there are three churches ſerved 
by Friars, and Carmelites, with a propor- 


tionable number of laymen under their 


Pondicherry to the French, in each of 
which places, many Catholics reſide, and 
ſome are to be found in other parts of the 
Weſtern Peninſula, and throughout the 
empire of the Mogul. There are likewiſe 
many of our communion in the Eaſtern 
Peninſula, particularly in the territories. . 


mne * 
* Providence —_ pleaſed. 3 ee 


| "a Chance ag; .zealous © 
| 3 W Kur about a cen- 
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tury ago, had gained over above one hun- 
faich of Chrift. The emperor of China, 
having baniſhed the miſſioners from his 
t fates, cauſed a' conſiderable decreaſe of 
2 theſe proſelytes; but ſeveral of the miſ- 
| fioners have fince returned, and continue 8 
do crereiſe their functions. 
8 
790 0 N dn eee Afiatic ilands in the In- 
dian ocean, have been viſited by preachers 
of the Catholic Faith. The Portugueſe 
© 1 of St. Francis Xavier, and his ſucceſſors, 
| | in Japan; where there were in the year 
105629, above 400000 Chriſtians. In the 
Philippine Iſlands, ſubject to the Crown of 2 
Spain, there is a confiderable number of 
4 Catholics under the juriſdiction of ſeveral. 


J 


The 
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"The religion of Rome is profeſſed in 
Africa by the inhabitants of the Canary 
Iſlands, the Madeiras, the Acores, and 
the Iſlands of Cape Verd : with thoſe of 
Bourbon, Maurice, Prince's Iſland, Fer-. 
nando, Po, Annobon, St. Thomas, St. 
Matthew, and Aſcenſion Iſland, (all ſubject 
. to different European powers.) The 
north-weſt of the continent was once filled 
with flouriſhing Churches: among the 
reſt, was that of Hippo, governed by the 
great St. Auguſtin. But the proſeſſion 
of the true faith in theſe parts, is now: con- 
Aer, &c. the et being ore an with rea 
bem pars ace i e 


ee Cn e Gat 4 
there is a conſiderable number of Catho- 
lies. Tripoli has a handſome church 
* 8 and hoſpital, directed by the Franciſcan 

Order. The Jeſuits had gained over part 
of the empire of Abyſſinia from ſchiſm, 
* but 
4 the ; 
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aas inhabitants have, ſince, en into 
neee 1 


yh ea of e che Portu- 

| aſs hone ſeveral eftabliſhments, particu- 
larly about Moſambic, in which town there 

mation has conſiderable ſettlements on the 
two centuries - ago, made thernſelves 
maſters of the kingdom of Angola, and 
conwerted part of Congo to (Chriſtianity. 
St. Salvador, the: capital of the latter, is a 
Biſhop's See, and has ten churches. The 
capital of Angola is St. Paul of Loanda, 
an epiſcopal city, entirely Catholics, and 
= refidence of the re . 


Ex oils to ee I will bee 
Vith che Britiſh dominions; by obſerving, 
chat the whole nation of the Canadians pro- 
feſſes our belief. There are many Catho- 
; „ ne ae "HH 5 . parti- 
| "= 
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cularly in Maryland; where the faithful 
ve under the drechun oF füt NEN * 


„The Spaniſh W America, are 
very extenſive. The Portugueſe are eſta- 
bliſhed in the large country of Braſil, and 
have ſome territories about the rivers 


Amazon, and La Plata. The French 


poſſeſs that part which is called Equinoc- 
tial France, the Iflands of Martinico, 
Guadalupe, &c. The colonies of theſe | 
nations are Catholics, which religion is 
profeſſed by multitudes of the natives, and : 
. new converts are every 51 made. | 


The part of Paraguay that is alta 
by the river Parana, was converted and 
civilized by the Jeſuits, who reconciled 
thoſe ſavage people to a regular form of 
government, taught them every uſeful art, 


and. introduced among them ſuch a purity _ 


of morals, and ſuch religlous fervour, as 
ſeemed to vie with the virtues of the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, 
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HAVE now briefly diſcuſſed the chief 
ſubjects of controverſy that ſubſiſt be- 
tween the Church of England and the Ro- 
man Catholics, wiſhing that the former may 
ſufficiently penetrate the motives of our be- 
lief, not to ſcorn it; and that thoſe individu- 
als of the latter who have hitherto believed 
without much examination, may be better 
enabled to give @ reaſon for the hope which 
is in them. I have not; J apprehend, made 
_ uſe of a ſingle expreſſion that tends to ex- 
eite the leaſt animoſity in the breaſt of any 
one; my intention being directed to pro- 
duce the contrary effect, by endeavouring 

to prove that our principles are neither ab- 
furd, nor odious. I entertain for the 


Church of England, a reſpect mingled 


with affection ; this being the faireſt portion 
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having admitted the feweſt innovations. 
Beſides, I have been acquainted with 
many worthy Proteſtants, whoſe domeſtic 
virtues did honour to that perſuaſion, from 
n 6g ee forced me to diſſent, 


. e 
Þ v1 intermarriages of perſons oppoſite in their 


8 religious principles, are very frequent; the 
. peace of which families requires, that illi- 
beral prejudices ſhould be eradicated from 
A 5 the breaſts of the parties. Trade, again, | 


cannot be carried on without mutual con- 
1 - __ fidence; but che mind that is infefted with” 
E  - religious. rancour, often harbours an un- 
ö e eee per- 
ſuaſion differs from their own. It is a pity - 
tat ſuch pernicious effects ſhould be in- 
_- creaſed by ſpeeches from the pulpit, where 
nen is ſometimes miſrepreſented, 
dd to ſerve the ſelfiſh views of party; and 
_— inen W * che feelings of 
Wo RL ba” 7 W up 
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up the warm ſources of benevolence. 


Were I a clergyman - of| the Eftabliſh- 


ed Church, I would forbear, | on the 
fifth of November, to declaim againſt Ca- 
tholics, by caſting upon them all the odi- 
um of the gun- powder plot; ſince it is 
known that we all heartily deteſt this trea- 


there are good reaſans for ſuppoſing 
that Cecil, Miniſter of King James I. 


ſpirit of the Catholic religion, as irmplacable, 


habituated to think ſo, let him ſearch into 
the truth, by coming once or twice to 


hear our inſtructions, which he will find 


dticent from che doctrine of Tranſubſtan- 


tiation, I could hardly preſume to treat it 
e N 


fin; d en e 
wicked Catholics, were engaged in it; and 


dune vr en een en een 
contiles at the Wm gochine of Pur- 
gatory, &c, which I hear, has been ſome- 
times the caſe: I would not traduce the 


to breathe a ſpirit of mildneſs: were Ito | 
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Chryſoſtom, a Cyprian ; men of the pureſt 
| ſanctity, who would have died a thoufand 


eie. 


kara nd abjurd; knowing that it 
Was ſubſcribed "'to by a St. Ambroſe, a 


times, rather than have authorized idolatry : 


1 men of conſummate wiſdom and learning, 
'who could not maintain «top a 75 


. ve: 48 * 


bd Raeer pts that die more liberal 


part of Proteſtants, (of which there are 
numbers in this County) are well-wiſhers 

d the petition, which the Catholic Com- 
mittee in London is now f preſenting, to 


procute the "repeal of thoſe penal laws 


which are ſtill in force againſt the pro- 
ſelldrs of our doctrine. The fpirit of 
toleration has lately gained ground on 
the continent as well as in England; Pro- 
teſtants being now tolerated, not only by 
the Emperor of Germany, but by the 


r of Triers, an eccleſiaſtical Prince 


ot the Catholic Communion, whoſe: vir- 


tes add new bios to the mitre * : 
3; . | Lancaſhire, N 1 tn April 1788. rg 
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he wears. Though it be admitted that 
there is, ſometimes, reaſon for oppo- 
ſing the introduction of a new religion 
into a country where the eccleſiaſtical go- 
vernment is interwoven with the civil, 
here can be no neceſſary cauſe for continu- e 
ing a variety of hard reſtrictions and 9 
odious diſqualifications, impoſed upon the "i 
_ retainers: of the old religion, in the 
feſſion of which, our anceſtors hi * 
_ flouriſhed... More indulgence. is certainly 1 
due to peaceable men who perſevere nn 
the ancient faith, than to the introducers 4 
of a new one: the more ſo, as\Catholics 


are known to be univerſally attached to. 
| the Eſtabliſhed. Government; and ſome , 
= = mae 9 
runs in their veins. i e ee ; 
pi ſe) WEB. A — = the ſubſequent for- 
tunes of the, Catholic cauſe, let it be re- 
eee oy. our. diſſent from s. 


einn 


C Witneſs the  Howards, Talbot, Stourtons gc. 
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Edabliſhed Church, is purely "Terr" SPORE 
and has no influence upon our political 


principles. Could we but reconcile to our 
duty the taking of a few vaths;/ all the re- 
| ſtrictions we are under, would be immedi- 
_ ately looſed. We perſevere; with unſhaken 


reſolution, in that perſuaſion which our rea- 


e po} 


1 aw nd we wiſh} | 
ttt every mortal, diveſting himſelf of the 
_ prejudices of education, intereſt and worldly 
_. comedtions, would carefully conſult this 
great, impartial adviſer; which directs the 


righteous-ſoul to ſuch purity of doctrine, and 
uprightneſs in moral duties, as muſt enſure 


her final union with that happy company, 
+, repreſented by St. John, Rev. ch. vii. to 


confiſt of */all nations, and kindreds, and 
e people; and tongues, ſtanding before the 
 - * throne, in the fight of the Lamb, clothed | 
wich TRE robes, . . 2 e 
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P. 78, 
3 defer: r. dir. 113 f. Eſebing r, Euſebius, 


P. 
1. 7, f, Apres r. Ane, 5 6, f. oblations r. 


1 P. 154, 1, 15 l. Catholics x. 


